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Do or Die Number 7 — The Maturity or Senility? Issue. 

Do or Die doesn’t want to be, couldn’t be, nor has love, hate or fancy us— please! 
ever claimed to be representative of the entire For many different reasons we would like to see 
ecological direct action scene. We do want to give more publications coming out of the movement, 
a voice to the movement but it is inherently of which DoD would only be one amongst many, 
ridiculous to think that any one publication can be You don’t need loads of money and resources to 
the voice of the movement. People can only rep- do a publication -anyone with a bit of commit- 
resent themselves- and this idea underlies the ment can produce one, and we’re willing to give 
whole theory and practice of Earth First! and its you help and advice if you want it. Don’t be put 
organisation into a net- 



work of autonomous de- 
centralised groups. 

Submissions are need- 
ed and welcome, so 
please do send in arti- 
cles, but Do or Die is not 
completely open access 
as space is too short for 
that. It is the project of 
the editorial collective 
who, with the help of 
people from around the 
world, co-operate (?!) 
together to produce it. 



OF COURSE, bO OR bi£ IS OLt< MAT ELY MORE- 
TWA* A MERE MAGAZltfE" iT'S A WAT OP 
LtP£...NOT UNLIKE, SAY, TriG VMPlCATlotf 
CHURCH... 



YOU SIMPLY 
DoM'T UN- 
DERSTAND 
OUR AD- 
VANCEP 
PARADIGM. 




off by the (relatively) 
professional quality of 
some magazines’ pro- 
duction-DoD started 
off as a badly photo- 
copied A4 zine back in 
1992. We've come a 
long way since then— 
and the body of at least 
one collective member 
may well be found 
washed up on Brighton 
beach in the near 
future. 

We are not moving to 



We’re putting our own time and money into this becoming an annual journal, but for practical 

and we’re not going to devote it to printing things reasons we feel unable to produce the next issue 

we substantially disagree with. Having said that, until April 1999-see the deadline below. Beyond 

we are not interested in peddling some 'correct' that issue our commitment to more frequent 

ideological line and we will, and do, publish things publication (and less of a life) still stands. All 

we disagree with-if we think they have something comment, criticism and discussion is welcomed - 

worthwhile to contribute to our struggles. The send to the address below. 

exception to this is the letters pages which are Yours, seeking fresh blood for the vampire of 

more or less open access— as long as you keep the politics 

length below 500 words-so write and tell us you —The Do or Die Clones. 



Do or Die — Bogsnorkelling in the political swamp since 1992. 

An Unaccountable Clique KF! production 



Order and Submission 

Send your articles, graphics, photos, reviews and letters to: Do or Die Editorial Collective, c/o PO Box 2971, 
Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 21 I. UK. Although not essential we would prefer all submissions as ASCII text 
files on PC or Mac disks. For a 4 issue subscription delivered direct to your door by a uniformed state employ- 
ee send £8.00 UK7£ 1 0.00 elsewhere (cheques/PO s payable to Earth First!) Sending more allows us to send free 
copies to prisoners, groups and random blaggers. For bulk orders contact the above address. Back issues of DoD 
No.s 5 and ft are available from the same address — -send £1*50 UK/O.50 elsewhere per copy including postage. 



Remember, remember the 5th of November — gunpowder, 
treason and plot... and the deadline for Do or Die Number 8. 




Direct Action 



Six Years Down the Road 
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Claremont Road- resistance to the Ml 1 in East London 



The British EF! movement has been dominated over the last six years by campaigns against road- 
building. These seem to have had results-for instance, roads budgets slashed, miles of media col* 
umn inches written, and the anti-roads "ecowarrior” enshrined as a cultural stereotype. This arti- 
cle discusses how successful our struggles have been, whilst also attempting to look to the future. 



The wider anti-roads movement has many agendas. 
Many local groups and activists with no involvement 
in direct action have also been working harder than 
ever in the last few years, as have mainstream anti-road 
groups such as Transport 20(K). Alarm UK and Friends 
of the Earth (FoE). Although we combine on a practi- 
cal level to “stop the road" with various tactics, under- 
lying objectives may vary from a sustainable transport 
policy (whatever that means!), to promotion of a 
lifestyle or an organisation, or to global industrial col- 
lapse. To what extent you judge the last five years to 
have been a success may depend on your objective. 

In terms of stopping roads being built, direct activists 
don’t have a very good record. With some notable 
recent exceptions — Guildford, lor instance (see box) — 
most roads we have fought have been, or are being, 
constructed. Roadbuilders don't like publicly backing 
down to hippy law-breakers, however much we cost 



them otherwise. Meanwhile, the English mads budget 
has been sliced from about £23 billion to a tew £billion 
since 1992; nearly 500 out of 600 road schemes have 
been scrapped since 1989; that’s 500 places untrashed, 
saved— for now. These are massive cuts; Construction 
News wrote in May “...the major roadbuilding pro- 
gramme has virtually been destroyed * 1 . The important 
question is: how much did all our bulldozer-diving, fly- 
posting, phone-calling, tree-sitting, media-tarting etc, 
contribute towards this? 

A broad range of activists have been inspired by 
direct action protests, and road-blighted local commu- 
nities have been radicalised. As one East London resi- 
dent said of the protest against the Ml 1 Link: '...all 1 
was trying to do was defend our local bit of land, I ve 
never thought of myself as political before but this has 
shown me that all life is politics— if you step out of 
I i ne” \ Nimbys have redefined their patch, as described 
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by a local anti-M25 campaigner; "Our whole approach 
is 4 not in my back yard, not in our county, not in our 
country and not on this planer../’ 1 * In addition, nation- 
al groups have been keen to take advantage of the pub- 
lic interest direct action has generated. Anti -roads 
protest has had a huge impact on the modern green 
movement. 

Today's EF! movement cut its teeth on fighting roads, 
and has thus been shaped in many way s, in terms of tac- 
tics. attitude* ambitions* 
and politics. The energy 
and activity of our move- 
ment owes a great deal to 
anti-road campaigns. It is 
important to recognise 
this* whilst acknowledg- 
ing that different issues 
may need different 
approaches. 

The roadbuilding issue 
has been relatively suc- 
cessful in creating wide 
debate. The broad rele- 
vance of the issue must 
be a factor; there were so 
many road plans in the 
early 9(Vs that there was 
one near most people, 
and everyone's life is 
affected by road trans- 
port. Holes in the ozone 
layer, burning rain- 
forests. and even nuclear 
power stations, are much 
less immediate to most 
British lives. Road build- 
ing allowed a crucial link 
to be made between con- 
sumer lifestyles and 
environmental destruc- 
tion. The struggle against the Mil Link in 1993/4 
added a crucial social element— resistance to the 
destruction done to urban communities by car culture, 
a mission continued by the subsequent rapid spread of 
Reclaim The Streets (RTS) actions. 

It seems fair to link the rise in direct action with the 



more than anything else, as illustrated by the promo- 
tion of privately-financed roadbuilding, such as Design 
Build Finance Operate (DBFO) schemes, and by 
Labour’s approval of the Birmingham Northern Relief 
Road (BNRR) this summer. 

The government has no idea what to do with the 
roads programme. In their rhetoric they combine the 
totally irreconcilable aims of economic growth and 
"environmental protection", trying to placate both us 

and their capitalist mates 
at the same time. Because 
protest has made road- 
building such a tricky 
issue, the government 
reacts by doing (and 
spending) as little as pos- 
sible — building few roads, 
hoping we’ll go away, and 
launching review's and 
consultation exercises. 
Hie roads budget would 
not be so small if roads 
got built without con- 
frontation — and if pres- 
sure doesn't continue, the 
budget is more likely to 
grow again* 

The "noisy defeats, quiet 
victories" scenario sug- 
gests that anti-road direct 
action is very unlikely to 
slop that particular road, 
but creates a climate of 
opinion where other road 
schemes are more likely to 
be defeated before they 
start. It's hard to quantify 
any such general link. 
I lowever, pro-roads lob- 
byists and local green 
activists agree that the Twyford protests were a major 
factor in the scrapping of the East London River 
Crossing through Oxleas Wood in 1993; and that 
Newbury had an effect on the decision to drop the 
Salisbury Bypass because of its "‘environmental dts- 
benefits”* in 1997. In both cases the threat of large- 



Vlctory at Guildford! 

Surrey County Council had planned to widen and 
straighten the A320 Guildford to Woking road. The 
proposed work would have cut a swathe of 2/3 miles 
through common land, established woodland, a pond 
designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSS1) 
as well as entailing the felling of 221 mature trees and 
hundreds more younger ones. 

The planning enquiry in January 1996 was the usual 
farce, and when, as expected, the scheme was given 
the go-ahead a small camp — Hairy Mog — was set up. 
The resistance grew and by February 1997 there were 
five camps along the route, fortified w ith tree houses 
and tunnels, with about 60 people living there. 

Central government funded schemes are larger, both 
in terms of financial backing and ecological destruc- 
tion done* Although not as large as Newbury, for 
example, the weak point of this particular scheme was 
that it was to be funded only by the local council. 
Because of this it was much more susceptible to the 
economic pressure of the eviction, as well as to any 
future pixie work that might occur when construction 
eventually went ahead. In May 1997, due to these 
financial constraints, the council abandoned the pro- 
ject, Victory! Over the next couple of months the 
camps were cleared up and the area restored to its for- 
mer condition, Since then most people from the camps 
at Guildford have moved onto other sites around the 
country. For more information contact: 01483 532167. 



diminishing road budget (dow n every year since 1993, 
the year of the big Twyford actions). The controversy 
generated by our protests has surely made this budget 
an expedient target for Treasury cuts, and the roads 
lobby has had a miserable few years as a result. Of 
course f the cuts are motivated by the need to save cash 



scale direct action was there, and in the case of Oxleas. 
explicitly spelt out. The threat was coupled with the 
involvement of a wide range of mainstream groups, 
and a strong local campaign. (Of course, the threat of 
direct action often doesn’t stop roads, as illustrated by 
Newbury ) 
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A crucial ingredient in l he "noisy defeats, quiet vic- 
tories" scenario is a hungry, broadly sympathetic 
media. Direct action can only make roads controver- 
sial, and news consumers aware, if we get coverage. 
This has generally worked surprisingly well for us. An 
important side effect has been the elevation of the 
roads protester to (sub-)ciiltural icon status, appearing 
in TV and radio soap operas, in several novels, on 
children's TV... the list goes on. These days everyone 
knows that roadbuilding means deadlocked hippies 
up trees, just as foxhunting means saboteurs. 

This media and cultural focus on protester lifestyles 
and spectacular tactics helps to alienate many people 
from our struggles, to stereotype activists, and thus to 
fit the movement into a pigeonhole (or perhaps a tun- 
nel?). Everyone's heard of Swampy, but few know 
what he was digging under, or why. or could relate this 
to their own lives. Our impact on the public con- 
sciousness has been large, but few seem prepared to 
gel out of their car, still less to demand an ecological 
revolution! 

Let's turn from hearts and minds to pockets. As tac- 
tics have evolved, and our mobilisation abilities 
grown, out power to inflict economic damage has 
increased. This damage doesn't just mean trashing 
machines etc, but also includes extra security costs, 
and defays to work — -time is money, remember? 
Although costs we inflict are dwarfed by those caused 
by an industrial Labour dispute, for instance, this is 
something we're quite good at. Unfortunately, our 
enemies are increasingly good at countering it. 

I here are now a host of specialists who have made a 
career out of trying to contain us. Individuals like John 
Chapman, site engineer at Twyford and then Newbury, 
spring to mind; he rales himself as an expert in finish- 
ing roads on time despite protests. Andrew Wilson, the 
Under Sheriff of Lancashire, touts for business (along 
with sidekick Amanda Webster) as a consultant to 
beleaguered contractors, with a 24-hour phone line for 
those really urgent protest problems, Devon s Under 
Sheriff Trevor Coleman, with his recently-launched 
"Major Protest Unit" available for hire, is his major 
competitor 

We think also of Brays Detectives, who have grown 
from a small firm tailing unfaithful husbands to 
become the British specialists in protester surveil- 
lance; and Richard Turner Ltd, transformed from 
cleaners and painters of tall buildings to the market 
leaders in dishing out violence in doomed treetops. 
The security sector has of course received a big boost 
from our struggles, not to mention fencing contractors, 
manufacturers of fluorescent jackets, and so on. We 



have created opportunities for a w hole new sector of 
capitalism. 

This is market forces in full effect; just as specialist 
drainage contractors might be hired to deal with prob- 
lematical ground conditions, so the anti-anti -roads 
gang can be hired to thwart those pesky protesters. 
Contractors are judged by their ability to deal with 
protests; Tarmac s pious public declaration that the 
Newbury Bypass was too environmentally damaging 
for them (with no chance of securing the contract any- 
way) was a PR coup. They were assisted by FoE's 
foolish puhlic praise for this cynical greenwash. 
exposed a few months later by Tarmac accepting a 
Newbury aggregates subcontract! Tarmac, complete 
with new green logo, have also established an 
"‘Environment Advisory Panel” to fight the PR war for 
them. Market forces again: our struggles are a chal- 
lenge for corporations to adapt to, or risk losing busi- 
ness to more sophisticated competitors. As protester- 
bashing consultant Amanda Webster says: "The 
advent of the protest movement will actually provide 
market advantages to those contractors who can han- 
dle it effectively."' We are a market risk. Thus, DBFO 
contractors now routinely take "protester risk" into 




Do or Die- Voices from Earth First! No, 7 



3 








account when submitting their bids. One way to avoid 



being "taken into account"’ is to spread, diversify and 
increase the risk- Companies have found themselves 
(and their suppliers and subcontractors) increasingly 
targeted in their offices and distant sites, at AGMs and 
at directors’ homes, not just on the construction site. 
Anti-roads battles are also anti-corporate battles; this 
u-il] become more evident as privately- funded road- 
building continues. The forthcoming important cam- 
paign against the Birmingham Northern Relief Road 
(BNRR) must also aim to do damage to Kvaemet f 
Trafalgar House. 

Civil engineers are coping with die lack of British 
road jobs by diversifying into rail projects, and, more 
significantly, by seeking more roads business in 
"underdeveloped" overseas markets, hke Eastern 
Europe, South-East Asia, and South and Central 
America, This puts our successes in curbing the 
British roads programme into perspective. Ln the face 
of an increasingly globalised corporate hegemony, the 
importance of linking global struggles, and of sharing 
information between activist groups world -wide, also 
increases. 

Our enemies can’t just accommodate our threat by 
adapting their business practice, so must attack our 
movement more directly. The GAndALF trial (see 
page 129) is very significant here; it is (amongst other 
things) an attempt to forge a link between "extreme" 
animal liberationists and "extreme" EFIers. The ani- 
mal lib movement has long been demonised, largely 
via the media, in the public eye, and we may soon get 
more of the same treatment, backed up by legal sanc- 
tions. Smear stories about anti -road campaigns have 
already been around for years. 

A classic divide-and-rule tactic to marginalise a rad- 
ical movement is to incorporate it as much as possible 
into the mainstream, whilst isolating and discrediting 
those who refuse to be incorporated. The Guardian 
thinks that “The challenge facing John Prescott... is 
how r to bring such (direct action] protesters hack into 
the political system. " h Bollocks to that; the challenge 
facing us is to resist all attempts to artificially divide 
our movement into “reasonable" and "extreme", and 
show solidarity for those collared for conspiracy 
charges or other serious offences. 

We want to be a real threat to the malignant cancer 
of corporate capitalism, rather than a media freak- 
show or irritating market risk. To do this on even a 
local level, we must innovate and expand at least as 
much in the next five years as we have in the last five. 
Broadening our support base, maximising our subver- 
sive edge, linking struggles, taking the fight to the 



enemy, working in (not with — in) local communi- 
ties — these, surely, are key factors in making us strong 
enough to be that threat. 

It's been an eventful and exciting few years. Much 
has changed since the First protests at Twyford Down, 
and we have achieved a lot* As the EF! and anti-road 
movements develop and diversify, and our opponents 
gear up their determination to defend their oily indus- 
trial interests, we can expect the next few f years to be 
no less eventful. 

Shortly after the announcement that the Newbury 
Bypass would be postponed for a year, an exasperated 
local pro-roader was heard to wonder “what the hell 
will it take to shut these people up?" We're not going 
to "shut up", but must continue to build on our suc- 
cesses, keeping our anger, and our hunger for real 
change, sharp. We need to show that w f e won't be sat- 
isfied with deep cuts in the road budget, better public 
transport and more cycle lanes, or whatever. We must 
demand the earth. 
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They shut the road through the woods 
Seventy years ago. 

Weather and rain have undone it again. 
And now you would never know 
There was once a road through the woods 
Before they planted the trees. 

It is underneath the coppice and heath 
And the thin anemones. 

Only the keeper sees 
That, where the ring-doves broods, 
And the badgers roll at ease, 

There was once a road through the woods. 

from The Way Through the Woods" 

\>v Rudyard Kipling. 
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Video Media and Direct Action 



This article has been written in an attempt to stimulate much needed discussion in direct action 
circles about alternative media and its role in our struggles- With the space available the article 
cannot look at all areas of 'alternative media \ nor tackle the areas it does look at in any great 
detail* It will, however, hopefully act as a catalyst for discussions that should, for once, include the 
activists on the other side of the lens*,. 



If you live and work in a city you are, on average, 
filmed by over 400 CCTV cameras per day. It you also 
manage to squeeze in an early morning national action 
you could potentially add another dozen cameras to 
that figure — but that’s OK because it's our own 
media— isn’t it? 

4i I was surprised that not only were people quite 
happy to send me footage of actions without asking for 
any control over its use, but some of them had sent 
tapes to TV stations and couldn’t remember getting 
them back again afterwards/' Researcher, Channel 4, 
November 1997* 

There is a basic philosophy underpinning direct 
action which goes a lot deeper than the net result of the 
day’s action* As the RTS poster states: “Direct action is 
founded on the idea that people can develop the ability 
for self rule only through practice, and proposes that all 
persons directly decide the important issues facing 
them* It is not a last resort when other methods have 
failed, but the preferred way of doing things”. The 
issues that have to be tackled are how- the ideas and 
theories behind direct action transfer to the alternative 
media; whether there are certain ethical criteria that 
have to be fulfilled for the alternative media to interact 
successfully with other areas of direct action, rattier 
than become part of the mainstream w ith a profit moti- 
vated agenda. 

Although there are many areas of campaign support 
that need to be looked at in detail, this article focuses 
primarily on video cameras because, in the wrong 
hands and with the current state of understanding* they 
can prove incredibly dangerous. Misuse of video cam- 
eras can adversely affect the action itself, as well as 
increasing the risk of arrest for the activists involved. 

One case occurred at the launch of a new car in 
London, The camera operator, working on the 
Undercurrents video news magazine, had been allowed 
to record the planning process as well as the action 
itself. On the day all went as planned, w ith the car al 
the centre of the action finishing up covered w ith paint. 




and the activists quickly leaving the scene before the 
police arrived. Incredibly, the person with the camera 
decided to remain to lilm the police response — and was 
subsequently arrested. The tape inside the camera not 
only contained all the footage of the action but also the 
build up to it, and faces and voices of those involved. 
Although no-one was prosecuted as a result of the 
seizure of the footage it gave the police unnecessary 
intelligence that could be used in the future. 

On another occasion people were arrested after a 
demonstration at Hackney Town Hall; unedited 
'activist* footage from the action was given straight to 
the local TV station — who then handed it to the police. 
During the action the ‘activist’ was questioned and 
claimed to be filming for Undercurrents. This was later 
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‘The Video Activist Handbook' 

by Thomas Harding (Pluto Press 1997) 

248 pages £12.5(3 ISBN 0-7453-11695 

Written by an Undercurrents director who could 
find books on ‘how to make a wedding video, but 
none on how to become a video activist', this book is 
aimed at everyone from the novice to the experienced 
campaigner* 

The handbook attempts to cover all topics from 
equipment and editing to sales and strategy* begin- 
ning most chapters with a general overview, before 
presenting, with some bias, the arguments for and 
against each tactic. But whilst it manages to cover 
most topics* however briefly, what it does not do is 
attempt to cover the underlying ethic behind direct 
action; the tactics behind wrapping up a deal with 
your local TV company over the phone gets five 
pages against two covering the entire history of visu- 
al propaganda and information dissemination pre- 
camcorder. But despite the lack of theory, the book 
can still be a very useful tool for those new to the 
field of video activism, w ith case studies highlighting 
both the potential success of video activism and the 
potential pitfalls. There could even be a few lessons 
for Undercurrents in there somewhere. 

Undercurrents — The Film 

Undercurrents has been going for just over 4 years 
now and are currently producing issue 9. With a run 
of 500 copies, dozens of film showings across the 
country, and world- wide distribution. Undercurrents 
is one of the most widely encountered ‘direct action 
focused’ productions. Despite their hierarchical oper- 
ating structure, each issue has increased in radical 
content and is overcoming the liberalism of early 
issues. Number 7 carried a piece on the use of sabo- 
tage by activists (concentrating on the Newbury 
burnings) that many other publications, (especially 
after the GA raids) would shy away from. Issue K 
include a film on the bloody repression of the Kurds 
by Turkey, a piece on the victorious anti-supermarket 
camp at Wymondham (see page 54) as well as the 
regular roundup of global news. The main criticism 
of Undercurrents the film — -rather than Undercurrents 
the organisation — is its ridiculous price. With actual 
production costs per video being around £2.00 there 
is no excuse for charging £12,95 a copy (£9.99 con- 
cessions) — if you* re on the dole that's a quarter of 
your weekly income. Undercurrents is worth watch- 
ing and organising film shows for — if only their inter- 
nal structure was as good as their linished product. 



found out to be untrue— but despite the person with the 
camera being a stranger to everyone on the action, one 
word acted as a passport to record every intimacy and 
potentially incriminating act during the action itself. 

■ here are always two sides to every debate however, 
and many of those currently taking direct action are 
there after watching Undercurrents at a festival whilst 
others may have read through a copy of Squall or Do 
or Die and been motivated by the dramatic pho- 
tographs that complement the articles. But even that 
raises questions about the potential of the movement to 
recreate itself in the image of its media representa- 
tion All of which leads to the same point; there has 

to be a continuous appraisal of the methods and moti- 
vations of those involved (at all levels) in alternative 
media — -and at the moment that is not happening. The 
following aims to highlight points in the process from 
action to ‘advert* and examine the image, theory and 
motivation. 

More often than not, the first part of the process is the 
recording of the image. People will often try and avoid 
getting their faces near a police Evidence Gatherer 
(E.GJ film unit; likewise most will avoid trashing 
machinery with police filming nearby, yet many appear 
happy to trust those on site with cameras- — as long as 
they’re wearing green and black, Quite a few will 
remember the open cast action in Derbyshire, when 
every machine on site was trashed and over £350 000 
damage was caused (SchNEWS, 7th November 1997); 
police attendance was negligible and no arrests took 
place on site. People may also remember the video 
cameras filming the smashing of machinery from afar, 
whilst others stood at the side taking photographs. 

What action was taken to ensure that none of the 
footage taken was incriminating — or distributed with- 
out the control of those recorded? The answer, as usual 
appeared to be very little. If you see someone turning 
up on their first action with a camera — or even if you 
see someone you know and trust filming anything 
potentially incriminating— you have a responsibility to 
others on the action to question exactly where their 
motivations lie* and to take appropriate (intelligent) 
action. Actually taking part in direct action should 
come before the recording of the event for others. It 
should not be seen as a spectacle, but as the way to 
achieve results— people taking back control of their 
lives. 

At present, the activist community seems to have lost 
control of the image that is often the only connection 
those not involved have with what is going on and 
why. The camera can be there as an integral part of the 
action, a key weapon to be used as part of the greater 
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campaign, but the camera operator should never be 



or be seen as — an outside unit They are there to com- 
plement the action, and to support those on the front 
line; this means working with the various campaigns 
before hitting the "record' button, and finding the bal- 
ance necessary for the relationship to work. Trust can 
only be built up over a long period of time, II those 
with the cameras haven't got the patience to get to 
know at least some of those taking pari in the action 
they want to record, they certainly haven't got the 
patience or knowledge necessary to be given control 
over the resultant images. 

The current alternative media network on which this 
article is based developed primarily from inside the 
environmental direct action movement* and this should 
have ensured that the whole process — from the record- 
ing of the initial image through to final distribution- 
remained within the control of those actively involved 
in the movement. It should also have ensured our 
media could develop as an independent and ethically 
sound means of information dissemination — but the 
image, from inception to distribution, has fallen from 
being part of the process to its current position appar- 
ently very distant from the ethic it claims to represent. 

According to Michael Albert (Z Magazine. Oct. 
1997): "What makes alternative media alternative can't 
be its product in the simplest sense. ...[It] can't just 
mean that the institution s editorial focus is in this or 
that topical area: being alternative must have to do with 
how the institution is organised and works ". At present 
there is one agency that specialises in the production 
and distribution of alternative video in the UK: 
Undercurrents. Based initially in London, and now in 
Oxford, there are a number of lessons that can be learnt 
from recent revelations about the working ethics of the 
organisation (see box). 

We should note the ease with which control over 
footage from actions can he taken away from the 
activist community and placed in the hands of those 
who may have very little or no experience of direct 
action. Undercurrents have stated that there has always 
been a hierarchical regime in place within the organi- 
sation, and expect the video activist to accept that fact 
as a fait accompli. 

However, whilst it may be easier to work with such 
an organisation on their terms, the activist community 
must both challenge those ideas with which it dis- 
agrees, and as necessary find or create alternative out- 
lets for the work. As already staled, direct action does 
not end when the camera goes hack in the bag, and the 
same ethic has to follow the images from beginning to 
end. There should be a fluid process in place that 



Focus on Undercurrents 

A document was circulated last year which detailed 

some concerns about ‘Undercurrents'. Written by 

several activists with experience of working within 

the organisation, the main points raised were: 

* That Undercurrents' contracts ask contributors to 
waive all moral rights to their work, whilst claim- 
ing incorrectly that work could not be used by the 
mainstream without the waiver 

* That the contracts asked contributors to sign exclu- 

sive rights over to Undercurrents for between 20 
to 25 years, 

* That the contract demands contributors agree to 
promote the video in any way possible in order to 
widen distribution. 

* Thai the majority of money from the sale of 
footage (70 per cent after all costs have been 
taken) remains within Undercurrents instead of 
being offered back to the campaign that produced 
the images in the first place. 

* That Undercurrents have been quietly working as a 

(fairly) exclusive news agency; acting as main- 
stream when dealing with outside media, yet still 
claiming to be activists when working in the 
activist field. 

* That the explicit hierarchy at work within the 
organisation disallows much sense of ownership 
to anyone who comes to work there, 

* That Undercurrents can only profit in this way 
because its actual methods of operation radically 
contradicts what we feel is most activists percep- 
tion of the organisation. 

* That unless there is a large scale change within the 
organisation activists should begin to view it very 
much as they do mainstream media organisations. 
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allows both common sense to prevail and for overall 
control to remain within the represented community. 

Whilst Undercurrents may state they are not deliber- 
ately taking control of the image for their own ends, 
they are demonstrating enough of a lack of under- 
standing to trigger warning bells in all those who come 
into contact with them. Their explanation, that because 
the mainstream media want moral rights overall works 
they use, the activist community must also sign away 
their moral rights to an outside force, is incredible in its 
simplicity. If Undercurrents were fulfilling their per- 
ceived role as intermediaries between the 'naive' 
activist and the mainstream media, they should be 
informing activists of their rights, not working to the 
agenda of the mainstream. To create an environment 
where those with expert knowledge in a particular area 
can develop a symbiotic relationship with the activist 
community at large, the 'experts' must also practice the 
underlying ethics apparent within the images they 
record. 

There are numerous publications that attempt in dif- 
ferent wavs to fulfil the ‘alternative’ criteria. Examples 
include SchNEWS, published each week in Brighton, 
and the Earth First! Action Update. Both work in dif- 
ferent ways, and have put in place criteria that attempt 
to ensure the media (anti thus the image) remains with- 
in the control of activists and is not taken over by an 
unrepresentative elite. In the case of SchNEWS, all arti- 
cles are written, edited and published by activists; this 
should ensure that not only do those involved in a cam- 
paign get an opportunity to represent themselves, hut 
that training is freely available for all those who want to 
become more involved in the process. In the case of the 
Action Update, the creation of an elite is avoided by 
rotating publication of the newsletter each year. 



Where we go from here needs debate that must take 
place at all levels. The action and current standpoint of 
Undercurrents should be seen as unacceptable. We 
need to challenge, change, and learn from out current 
position to ensure that we never find ourselves in the 
situation where control of the image has passed to 

•a 

those who place their own survival above the greater 
good of the movement. The next time someone asks 
you where you’re from, and tells you to put the camera 
away, it s not necessarily part of an ego-war, it could be 
because they have never seen you before, and want to 
know where your motivations lie. Do you know? 

| Do or Die is obviously not immune to the problems 
outlined in this article. Opinions and suggestions are 
welcome,] 

Grassroots Video Contacts 

* i -Contact, [New networking centre for those interest- 
ed in videoactivism. Looks promising.! 76 Mina Road, 
St Werburghs, Bristol BS2 9TW, UK. Telephone/Fax: 
01 17 914 01 88. E-mail: Iostit@gifford.co.uk 

* Organic C haos Productions (Rampenplan), P.O. Box 
780, 6130 A l Sittard, The Nethm laiids/Tel: +46-452 
4803. Fax:+46- 4516460 E-mail: ramp@antenna.nl 

* Direct Action Media Network (DAMN), 444 Melrose 
Si, Morgantown, WV 26505, USA. E-mail: 
direet@lao.cu 

* HH It Video Magazine, PC) Box 888. 10 Martello 
Street, London, E8 3 PE, UK. 

* Left of Center, c/o Chris Lugo, 1928 A 1 8th Ave So, 
Nashville, TN 37212, USA. Tel: 615-460-4669. 
E-mail: Christopher. I ugo@ nashviUe.com 



Since the original document (referred to in Tocus on Undercurrents ’ box) was circulated, we have 
heard that there may have been some changes at Undercurrents-but it remains to be seen whether 
these amount to anything substantial. (We certainly hope so!) People at Undercurrents have been 
requesting a right to reply in this issue , as they saw this article before publication. After much 
debate we decided we are not happy with this. Firstly, space was a consideration— inclusion of a 
reply would mean sacrificing other articles that people had spent months working on. More impor- 
tantly, why do Undercurrents deserve a reply any more than anyone else criticised in a piece print- 
ed in Do or Die? We felt that they could write a letter of under 500 words for the next issue or sub- 
mit a longer piece as an article, and it will be read and considered for publication as all other sub* 
missions are. Undercurrents have had plenty of opportunities to respond to these criticisms in a 
meaningful way (indeed the author of this article waited for a response from them before con- 
cluding it), but have so far consistently failed to do so. Instead they have chosen to misrepresent 
it as an attack on all video-activism, motivated by a personal grudge. It is nothing of the sort— as 
you can tell, it seeks to strengthen video activism (and all DIY media) by applying the ethics of 
direct action to the media which represent it. 
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In Tusks We Trust! 



Wild Boars are Doing it for Themselves 



As the rabbit has been the problem [sic] of the 20th century, the boar could be that of the 21st 

century - Derek Harman, Ex-gamekeeper, Kent. 1 



it gives us great pleasure to announce that a touch of 
wildness has returned to the South Ease one of 
England's tamest regions, and Do or Die's manor’. 

Up to 300 wild boar are thriving and breeding across 
a huge swathe of Kent and East Sussex's relatively 
well-wooded countryside, following regular breakouts 
from boar farms since the Great Storm of 1987. And 
if s not just confined to our region— -according to Gail 
Edwards of the Wild Boar Association, “there arc ani- 
mals all over Britain starting to form colonies l which 
have been reported as far north as Humberside and 
Scot I and 2 1 . The full impact won't be seen for five to 
ten years.” 3 ) 

One should not underestimate the power of these 
beasts: unpredictable wildness has always gone hand in 
hand with danger. They are "aggressive, immensely 
strong and can inflict terrible wounds with their lower 
tusks, which are kept razor-sharp by being honed 
against the top tusks, and can reach eight inches or so 
in length.” 4 While a single specimen can be threatening 
enough, in at least one wood boars have been obsen ed 
in groups of twenty five or more! Furthermore, these 
populations are thought to consist mainly oi feral 
hybrids, unconstrained by the boars traditional wari- 
ness towards humans. 

For millennia before their final eradication in the 
1 7th century boars carried out a vital role in Britain’s 
forests, enhancing regeneration by rooting and turning 
over the soil — a task they still perform in French 
forestry to this day. Roy Dennis of the Highland 
Foundation for Wildlife 5 believes that they could help 
to restore the Caledonian forest {see “No Evolution 
Without Revolution”, Do or Die no. 6), and there is no 
reason why they could riot facilitate wide-scale reaf- 
forestation in the South East too. They render another 
valuable ecological service as well, being extremely 
effective at decommissioning cars. A single Kent 
garage hud to repair three cars suffering from 4 boar 
damage 1 in the space of a w eek, and another vehicle 
involved in a separate incident was considered a com- 
plete write-off. 

The situation can only snowball. Apparently, just like 
any normal human being, these boars "recognise no 



fence boundaries”, and they are "believed to be 
"recruiting^ other domesticated sows from outdoor pig 
herds to join them in the w ild.” 6 
Sadly, but entirely predictably, vets and farmers are 
already calling for a cull to contain the boar population. 
They may carry Swine Fever (as with badgers and the 
unproven link with Bovine TB) and thus may threaten 
domestic stocks. MAI F is reported to be very inter- 
ested' — Watch this space! 



We would also like to announce a new sub-species — 
ihe yuppie boar. One German Farmer claims to have 
lost nearly £20,000 worth of grapes to a fifty strong 
herd. ‘They have stripped bare half a hectare of vines, 
he says, although not without discrimination. It w as the 
two sweetest varieties of grape they chose to devour — 
Sorten Optima and Muller-Thurgau, They left the 
Riesling untouched,” 7 

References 

I » "The Boar is Back!", Kent C ourier 31/1/97, 

2) Ironically, a recent scientific feasibility study con- 
cluded that “it seems unlikely ... that a successful 
rein traduction of wild boar [to Scotland! will occur 
in the foreseeable future* 1 ' {Tree News. Autumn 
1997.) 

3) "On the Trail of the Wild Boar”, Downs Country 
Nov./Dec, 1997. Vi; -**3- G : 1 u .T 

4) op cif. I ), 

5) "Return of Key Species could revive Forests 
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7) "Plague of pigs strips Germany bare”. New 
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No Escape from Patriarchy 

Male Dominance on Site 
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Living on a protest camp is a unique experience, it is 
completely divorced from the reality of British soci- 
ety — preconceived ideas and perceptions are altered 
drastically. Perhaps it is because of the continuous pres- 
sure— the reason you are there is to try and save land 
from being annihilated by companies, government 
departments and people who have no respect for the 
world in which we live, who are prepared to decimate 
land in favour of profit. Due to this, living on a protest 
camp is not an easy life, it involves a great deal of work 
and strength of character. A bonding grows between 
people that I personally have never experienced else- 
where. I can liken it to that of family relationships — 
what you go through with each other in such a short 
period of time is enriching, you are continuously evolv- 
ing, learning new things about life that no education 
system could teach you in a hundred years. The overall 
concept of a camp is one of a free society; you can 
speak to any Toad protester* and they wall tell of ideals 
that focus on anarchy, equality, freedom, free Jove and 



basically anything else you want to chuck in as long as 
it shows respect for freedom in the individual. 

Yet despite this, as a woman living on site and speak- 
ing to other females involved in various campaigns — 
everyone agreed that it was without a doubt, a patri- 
archy dominated environment, 

I am trying not to rant and moan, but it has got to be 
said that protest camps can be one of the most chau- 
vinistic, domineering and belittling experiences for a 
woman to be in. Maybe it’s the extremely unbalanced 
ratio of men to women on site that makes the leering, 
lire lit eyes of the cider induced hippie a very bother- 
some experience. For starters, there seems to be this 
assumption that women can’t climb, can’t put up walk 
ways and that their treehouses need the stern eye of the 
more experienced male cast upon them before anyone 
would dream of having a smoke in them. 

In the kitchen bender, protest camps seem to be 
regressing back to an almost medieval level whereby 
women quietly get things done on a regular basis, and 
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males seem incompetent of even lifting a sponge, the way that suits them the best, and if questioned 
There are numerous occasions in which a female will about it will end up being confused and amused by this 
without fuss do the w ashing up as a matter of course in ranting male, hell bent on proving his masculinity to 
getting the camp to run smoothly, or get the slop pot you by persuading you that you want to do the knot his 
bubbling, and not even whisper that she is pissed off way? But l tell you, you don't, you're seething under- 
with doing it for the tenth night on a run. Yet if one neath, you're pissed off with this continuous rant and 
male does it one night you can guarantee the ritualistic this fervent belief upheld by males on site that women 
argument that will follow during the course of the really don't know how to do anything, 
evening where each testosterone filled being will slam Back to the washing up. I am sure you will agree that 
their cards down on the table, and tell every member of days and time pretty much fall into one on site, yet the 
the camp and any lurking SAS in more than graphic male will always remember what day. what time and 
detail exactly what they had done that day, how they how long it took him to do that particularly distasteful 



did it, and what techniques they used to tie that partic- 
ularly complex walkway knot In most situations it is 
the description of the knot that gets everyone going, 
because someone else always knows better and that 
someone else that knows better, you can bet your har- 
ness on it, w i 1 1 invariably be male , A Iriend of mine 
said something which summed the situation up very 
nicely: “The ways some blokes carry on, you’d think it 



batch of washing up. Not only that, but the reason he 
did it was because “no one else was doing any fucking 
work. I've been working all day, there is no food in the 
kitchen and there's no lucking clean dishes. " I do not 
need to really accentuate the point any more, but whilst 
males get hysterical and clock up the number ol times 
they have spent doing something as mundane as wash- 
ing up, females just do it and a hell of a lot else as well. 



was a fucking achievement managing to have a shit in 
the shit pit” — and that was said by a man! 

I recall once sitting up an ash tree that 1 had lived in 
for the last two months when a reasonably experienced 
male climber visited the site and was pottering about in 
the walkways, passing by my tree. He took one look at 
my abline and quickened his pace, “Oh dear” he said, 
“how long have you been abseiling on that” — just that 
brief sentence was enough to make my eyes roll into 
the back of my head, and take a deep breath before pro- 
ceeding with my somewhat short answer. Before 1 
knew it he was involved with untangling the line of the 
various branches, tutting to himself about the unsafety 
of my present line, and about how everyone did it this 
way these days. Fair enough, at this stage I was grate- 
ful for his advice. That would not have been so bad it 
not an hour later some other “dashing knight in shining 
harness” was to come ambling past only to re-tie the 
abline using the previous knot* I threw' my hands up in 
disbelief and left them to it. but admittedly felt some- 
what stupid because l had not listened to myself. 1 
should have been able to say that the line was fine as it 
was, that l had done it myself and I knew it w f as okay — 
but my confidence was challenged by these men, and I 
believed at first that they genuinely knew better. 

What males do not realise is that there could actually 
be two ways, maybe even three, of tying that knot, and 
each method will still be as effective as the last, still as 
sate, and there is no need for the temperament of those 
sitting around the fi repit to rise to such vocal levels. 
Why is it that it only seems to be the women that 
realise this basic fundamental fact and will calmly find 



Yet they do not demand continuous thanks, 
gratification and worshipping as their male counter- 
parts. In discussing this particular issue, which infuri- 
ates me on a daily basis, a friend of mine, also female, 
said “It's always blokes that lunch out whole days, 
girls alw ays work, even girls that just come down for a 
day do work.” Perhaps it’s because men don’t have 
wombs and there is that bit more space in their stom- 
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achs which allows them to consume abundant amounts 
of tea that makes some of them downright lazy. 

You have to laugh really hut there is more* and its 
even worse — going pixieing with a bunch of males 
because they take it so damn seriously, they seem to 
think that they become these stealthy creatures of the 
night interacting with the psyche of nearby security, 
predicting with dazzling (m)accuracy the securities' 
movements, moving with the earth in sure quick move- 
ments that would daze even the infra red cameras of 
undercover police. 

The funny tiling is — -the male spends all his time get- 
ting to his destination, prepared to trash that generator 
only to find some one else has got there before him. He 
then stomps back to camp in annoyance whilst the 
female has taken down three fields of fencing, but she 
won’t tell the male because she knows that next time 
he'll want to go with her, and to be honest they are a 
bloody hindrance wdth all that macho commando earth 
stuff. Not only that, but put a slightly drunk blokey 
bloke near a security guard, whilst you are trying to 
unload large amounts of sugar into the generator he is 
guarding, and all manner of hollering, shouting, swear- 
ing and general abuse wilt follow — for I might add. no 
particular reason whatsoever. It just makes life slightly 
uncomfortable when you are dangling off a bit of rope 
trying to pmssak up to your tree house, being pelted by 
stones because some lout has been tormenting security 
all night. Okay, so it is not a nightly occurrence, but 
once or twice I have found myself apologising to the 
security (something no one likes doing) for men’s 
behaviour tow ards them. Us females found that singing 
"what did you do in the eco-war daddy” in a particu- 
larly out of tune voice and grating fashion far more 
effective. 

If I was going to get hardcore feminist about it then I 
wouldn’t have survived on site for as long as I have, or 
I would be living in some equally repressive matriar- 
chal site. Obviously sexism doesn't exist all the time, 
but there is certainly the undercurrent on sites that men 
are in control. Maybe it is due to the intense situation 
of living on a site—where there is often a continual 
presence of security and police — that causes people to 
be far more aggressive about building and work, and 
the threat of eviction at any given lime that can cause 
the general attitude of some males to be very oppres- 
sive. For example, there seems to be this general 
unwritten rule that you do not talk to another man’s 
girlfriend; alright, so you might end up pissed up in bed 
with them later, but in front of everyone it as if men are 
holding you at arm’s length. 



From my own personal experience, when I arrived on 
one camp 1 was with my boyfriend of the time, I found 
that the other people living on site tended initially to 
talk to him far more than me, almost as if 1 was a sec- 
ond class citizen. Questions about where we had come 
down from were directed at him, he was the one being 
offered the split f and beers first, and what was even 
worse was that one particular individual actually 
directed questions about me at him. I am 20 and well 
trained in the art of responding to questions about what 
my name is and how old I am, yet 1 found myself hav- 
ing to be assertive all the time and behave in a 
confident manner, directing questions at people in 
order to get a response from them. Eventually my 
bossiness worked its way through and males would 
begin to voluntarily talk to me, but there was a certain 
amount of scathing analysis beforehand. 

Then it comes to sex; as 1 said before the ratio of men 
to women is disproportionate, for each woman there 
are several men. and as new arrivals appear on site sin- 
gle females are very quickly weighed up and a mental 
battle begins as suitors line up for their attention. For 
example, a friend’s sister came down to site at 
Manchester Airport’s Wild Garlic Camp. (During the 
previous week there had been two women on site, and 
most males w ere at this stage exhibiting signs of sexu- 
al starvation. I was out of bounds as 1 was seeing some- 
one and none of the blokes wanted to tread on my 
blokes toes, and the other girl was in the process of 
fighting off two blokes — in her own wwds, ‘ deliber- 
ately building barriers in front of me in order to put 
them off ). Now this girl w^as very pretty, yet as she 
came gingerly across the dodgy bridge that crossed the 
river, this almighty * Wooah ' emerged from the fire pit 
area — eyes widened, mouths salivated and tongues 
hung* as the main contenders for ‘Sexist Pig of the 
Week' went into action. 

She was eventually claimed by one of the males that 
lived on site (and I do not use that word lightly) after 
much arguing* barging and clamouring for attention. It 
was sickening to watch, yet on site there is certainly 
this general free love ideal which, as one male that I 
discussed the issue with said ”is manipulated by some 
men living on site”. That is of course a matter of opin- 
ion. but he asserted that there was a certain amount of 
pressure to conform to the free love ideal, and “not 
everyone wants such relationships, if they don’t their 
space should be respected. Some men I know can be 
really pressurising and really hassle a girl when she 
blatantly doesn’t want to... it does tend to be men more 
then women that are up for it”. 
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Of course this comment is not intended to point the 
finger at anyone, or say that women do not enjoy the 
concept of "free love' to the fullest, hut there is a vast 
difference between free love, sharing your body with 
someone for the night, and a drunken quick y, when 
you only realise half way through the monotonous 
thrusting that you haven't got a clue who you are with, 
and start trying to work out how on 
earth you managed to get yourself in 
that situation, and how the fuck to 
get out of it. 

One thing that came up as an issue 
in a discussion about patriarchy on 
sites was the "clothing problem’. 

One woman told the following story: 

“I used to have this pair of purple 
trousers, which I wore all the time 
because they were really comfort- 
able. One day a good male friend of 
mine said to me 'you look really 
sexy in those trousers', and I sort of 
laughed it off as you do, but then he 
said “have you not noticed all the 
blokes looking at you”. I didn't like 
the thought of that so I stopped 
wearing them, I didn’t want people 
to see my sex. I wanted them to see 
me. I began deliberately to dress in a 
less feminine manner, bland and lad- 
dish to avoid hassle.'' 

1 personally had a similar experi- 
ence when one sunny day feeling 
buoyant l wore a skirt, numerous 
males commented on it, one even 
asked me “what the fuck 1 thought l was wearing. " 
There is this definite fashion to dress in masculine 
clothes — which I generally do anyway through choice, 
but in both situations neither of us should have been 
made to feel that our clothes were in any way sexual, 
or that we should not have been wearing them for 
whatever reason. 

The same woman told another story of living on site 
which emphasises some of what i have been trying to 
say: “t had been away from site for two days, and 1 was 
walking down the slope to the fire pit when someone 
shouted hello out of their treehouse, I shouted hello 
back, there must have been about six men on site, one 
person shouted “women at last" and they all jeered. It 
felt like a building site— I he energy in that little bit of 
valley was completely male. It was not that I didn’t like 
it there, I loved it, there was space for me there, but it 
made me uncomfortable. After a month or so 1 began 



to really notice that when l was with girls, there was 
something inside me that I could release, something 
that made me relax. With blokes I was always a little 
guarded." 

Despite all this disgruntlement, the patriarchy that 
exists is not a conscious thing. Once on an action I 
had a go at someone who was being blatantly sexist, 

he apologised immediately and 
looked distressed that he had said 
anything that could be considered 
sexist. For all men's faults women 
are still very much respected on site 
and patriarchy docs have its "advan- 
tages'. For example, when situations 
arc getting really tense between men, 
women seem to have a strangely 
calming effect. If you talk to them in 
a calm voice, they often listen, you 
can tell them not to be violent and 
they frequently are not. Men on site 
tend to become very protective over 
you, not in a possessive way but you 
know they will always look out for 
you. 

The fact that this happens proves 
there are gender differences, that 
sites are patriarchal, but then so is 
society, and it is society l blame for 
it. Many of us have been brought up 
recognising men as dominant in 
some way, sexism remains predomi- 
nant in much of western culture, the 
fact that site living is supposedly 
some form of free anarchic society is 
true only to the extent that we say it is. The reality is 
that our cultural knowledge is inadvertently embodied 
within us, and in order to release ourselves from a 
male dominated environment then we need a long and 
concentrated project that is not hampered by the con- 
tinuous threat of eviction, arrest and soaring stress 
levels. Despite this, there is no reason for complacen- 
cy: being aware, and not assuming that women are 
incompetent is a major step forward. 

The patriarchy on road protest camps is not a con- 
scious one, often it is not deliberate, and it is a by-prod- 
uct of western culture. However it can make for a 
repressive environment — “there is something about 
sites that brings out the caveman in some men." 




The answer to male egos? 
Throughout the 1980’s India's 
Bandit Queen, Phoolan Devi, 
led thousands in a war against 
patriarchy & the caste system. 
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No-one Ever is to Blame 

L J 



In 1990, an unprecedented number of mainstream scientists confirmed to the world that global 
warming was a reality. The IPCC (the UN's Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change) recom- 
mended the minimum reduction-6G%-in C02 emissions that would be needed just to stabilise the 
gas at its present level. If we divide the remaining 40% by the probable number of people on Earth, 
we get an indication of how much C02 each one of us can emit per yean It is measured in units 
called Daubs, and is (due to uncertainty in mathematical models) somewhere between 5 and 10 
daubs per person. The current US average emission per person is about 97 Daubs, and for the UK it 
is around 47, Most people on earth already emit less than 10. 



The concept of a personal equitable quota of fossil C02 
fascinated me. Here, I thought, for the first time, was a 
credible and definitive indication of where the true 
threshold of sustainability lay. What more convenient 
and representative overall single indicator of environ- 
mental impact could there be than fossil fuel use? 
Since we all already knew our environmental impact 
had to he reduced, the only thing left to tell anyone 
seemed to he, “by how much?" Between them, the 
IPCC and the Global Commons Institute (who first 
proposed the personal quota) had provided an answer, 
1 decided this was something I should tell people 
about. 

About i wo years ago, 1 produced the first photocopied 
version of a single A4 sheet explaining the C02 quota. 
Although not particularly glossy, it provided enough 
information for anyone who could press calculator but- 
tons to work out their CO 2 emissions from the main 
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direct sources— use of utilities, transport etc — and com- 
pare these against the apparent sustainable threshold. 
First, I gave them to my friends in what might be called 
the “climate change campaigning community”. The first 
batch of photocopies went a surprisingly long way, and 
I was pleased to see that a project 1 regarded as unique- 
ly important was costing so little to implement. Months 
after starting to distribute the sheets. I still had not run 
out of copies. Somehow, they always seemed to find 
their w'ay back to me. if indeed they ever left in the first 
place. If I gave one to any visitor to my flat* 1 often 
found it laid somewhere after they had gone. Elsewhere, 
when 1 was the guest* ! kept on finding 1 somehow still 
had the paper myself after 1 had left. Sheets w ere gener- 
ally either handed hack immediately without comment, 
or else declined on such grounds as the type being diffi- 
cult to read without glasses, or part of a tree hav ing been 
used to make the paper. I realised that most people were 
extremely reluctant to accept my sheets, sometimes 
even to touch them. More disturbingly, the vital figures 
on the paper, figures on which the future of the world 
might depend, seemed to have a natural aversion to 
human vision, l felt as if I was attempting to hand out 
crucifixes to vampires. I tried posting the sheets to peo- 
ple, but they reappeared promptly with replies parsimo- 
niously written on the back. I found something to pho- 
tocopy onto the hack, and cynically waited for the mes- 
sages to move to the margin. 

After a while, I started asking people directly what 
they thought about the idea of voluntary restraint based 
on the quota. Their replies w^ere vehement. No one 
liked the idea, it seemed. I persevered, though, and 
gradually amassed quite a body of objections, most 
falling roughly into one of the categories below: 

* Alleged fhreshold Miscalculation: Some people 
asserted (without supporting evidence) that the sus- 
tainable C02 threshold does not lie within the range 
w'here Working Group One placed it. The true 
threshold was usually said to he zero. 
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A very few people argued that quotas should not be 
allocated on a global per capita basis. Their objec- 
tions can he separated as follows: 

* Per Capita Allocation Is Unfair To The First 
World: First world people consume and hence 
emit more. To meet the quota, their individual cuts 
would therefore have to be greater, in both per- 
centage and absolute terms, than those of third 
world people. 

* Per Capita Allocation Is Unfair To The Third 
World: Third world people arc greater in number 
than first world people, so the combined effect of 
them all doing something adds up to a greater total 
than the combined effect of all first world people 
doing something. It would therefore be against the 
interests of third world people to merely reduce 
their emissions to the equitable level when, by 
virtue of theii number, they have the ability to do 
more and thus benefit the climate and hence them- 
selves to a greater degree, (I can't help wondering 
whether I've misunderstood this one.) 

However, objections of this nature were rare. Instead, 
the vast majority of responses apparently accepted 
both the threshold calculation and the concept of per 
capita allocation, but disputed the advisability of 
individuals unilaterally trying to keep to sustainable 
levels. 

These objections separate as follows: 

* The Quota Is Too Complex: It is necessary to use 
arithmetic (of about primary school level, 1 would 
guess) to calculate emissions. 

* The Quota Is Nut Complex Enough (ie, too sim- 
plistic): The real situation is very complicated, and 
C 02 emissions must not he considered separately 
from all other environmental issues. 

+ The Quota Is Too Exact (or mechanistic): What 
really matters is the spirit in which C02 is emitted, 
rather than the actual quantity released. 

* The Quota Is Not Exact Enough: Errors and 
omissions are inevitable in calculating the quota, 
and the results should thus be disregarded entirely. 

* The Quota Is Too Forceful (or dogmatic): People 
should be allowed to decide on their own respons- 
es to global warming, without having ready-made 
conclusions suggested to them. 

* The Quota Is Not Forceful Enough: Since there 
is no means of compulsion available at present, it 
is inappropriate to propagate or respond to infor- 
mation detailing what emissions reduction any 
individual should make. 

There were specific objections to emitting at the sus- 
tainable level while others continue to emit higher. 



These comprise: 

* Keeping To The Quota Would Be Too Altruistic: 

Since virtually everyone else (in the developed 
world) acts unethically, it is inappropriate for any 
individual to unilaterally restrict him/herself to ethi- 
cal emission levels, 

• Keeping To (’lie Quota Would Not Be Altruistic 

Enough: Since virtually everyone else (in the devel- 
oped world) acts unethically, it is inappropriate for 
any individual merely to unilaterally restrict 
him/herself to ethical emission levels. Instead, the 
individual should go further, and attempt to com- 
pensate for everyone else's over-emissions. 




There were also general social/ideological objections. 
Typically, people described the quota as "‘Luddite”, 
“hair shirt' - or associable with such things as “open 
toed sandals On this basis, together with the minor 
setbacks to my health (punches on the nose, etc) which 
I was told were likely to befall me. I was advised not 
to promote the concept. 

So what was 1 to make of these responses? They did 
seem disappointingly lacking in cerebral sparkle and 
moral valour, coming from a part of society which 
prides itself on having outstanding common sense and 
a freehold on the moral high ground. So far as I could 
see, none made much sense. None even seemed logi- 
cally to justify virtually unrestrained emissions by the 
individuals who had made them, which seemed to be 
their main true purpose, Bui then, perhaps that’s why 
they didn't make sense. Those who made the com- 
ments were clearly not willing to consider reducing 
their emissions by any significant degree m all. let 
alone consider reducing them to a threshold which 
might represent some degree of safety. They were thus 
not as grateful as you might have expected for being 
told what was, after all, the minimum reduction that 
they could possibly get away with. Instead, they were 
irritated and flustered, and prone to some very rickety 
defensive logic. Here and throughout society, such des- 
perate denial may be the main problem. Apparently 
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lacking is any recognition that, however unprincipled, 
objectionable, or even downright misguided it might 
indeed be to stop destroying the world, it is necessary 
to do it anyway. 

Many of the responses listed above came from peo- 
ple who had previously been my heroes, Alan Ereira, 
who brought the Kogi tribe's televised plea for emis- 
sions restraint to us, explained that I had misunder- 
stood the Kogi's wishes. They had never wanted us to 
restrict our emissions to sustainable levels, it seemed. 
What they really wanted, it appeared, was for us to get 
into the right attitude of mind. Alan added a suggestion 
that more could be achieved by “driving down” con- 
sumption by the world's poor than by restraining our 
own emissions. Personally, I find it difficult to believe 
that the Kogi would prefer to have their livelihoods 
destroyed by our carbon belch ings, no matter how 
piously emitted, than to suffer the dreadful knowledge 



below the threshold suggested by the quota. However, 
I now found myself in a strange position. The environ- 
mentalists around me were trying to talk me out of it. 
They wanted me to resume destroying the world as 
quickly as they were. I began to feel less comfortable 
in their company, and largely retired from the cam- 
paigning scene to think things over. Had the quota 
revealed more than I intended? 

From a distance, many of my former comrades' 
actions now began to look odd, and even rather ques- 
tionable. A brand new tropical hardwood door had 
recently been purchased by someone who had previ- 
ously been one of my closest allies in the light against 
tropical deforestation, li jostled for space in my 
thoughts, against the cars owned by anti-road cam- 
paigners, and the transcontinental air trips continually 
undertaken by those who said they wanted global 
wanning to stop. 



that our restraint to sustainable levels had not been 
accompanied by the right state of mind. Had l tried, I 
would have found it even more taxing to imagine the 
world's poor being forced to cease emitting quantities 
of gas which they do not emit in the first place. 

Richard Douthwaite, author of ‘The Growth 
Illusion”, had a more colourful, but still not entirely 
original, objection, While accepting that the reduction 
in personal emissions would have to come eventually, 
he objected to any such restraint occurring immediate- 
ly on a unilateral basis. We should wait, he said, and 
then, one day. we should all reduce our emissions 
together. 

I found myself wondering who would give the signal 
to do so. how we would all know it w ? as the right per- 
son giving it, and how the person in question would 
decide when to tell us to make the change. As soon as 
possible would be a good idea, obviously. Could I give 
it now, for instance? If so, then this is it! 

During the time l had been passing round the sheets, 
l had also been trying hard to keep my own emissions 



Animal rights activists don't eat steak (so far as I 
know) so why do environmentalists see nothing wrong 
in driving cars, fly trig around the world on holiday, and 
pouring unsustainable soya milk and cane sugar into 
their tea? If they want the world saved, then why are 
they continuing to destroy if? 

The environmental movement does, apparently, 
already have answers to this. A common one seems Hi 
go something like this; 

Although the consumer is the one who actually does 
the consuming, he or she is not to blame for doing so. 
Consumers cannot be much to blame because there are 
so many of them, and the blame is thus shared only 
thinly bet wee n them, (This seems to be the reverse of 
the argument which says third world people should 
reduce their emissions below the equitable threshold 
because there are so many of them.) Instead, the blame 
for consumption lies mainly with other links in the sup- 
ply chain, where there are fewer people to share the 
guilt. Manufacturers and suppliers arc thus largely to 
blame, and managers particularly so. The government 
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is also to blame, because it does not prevent consumers cians serve us doubly. While fine-tuning the machinery 

of destruction for us to fuel and drive, they receive the 



from consuming, or suppliers from supplying. 

Of course* a few consumers do not just shut up and con- 
sume, Even while they consume, they direct a stream of 
criticism at the government and at their suppliers. These 
people hope that their words will have more influence in 
stopping the supply than their actions have effect to the 
contrary. Instead of simply reducing their own 
destructive consumption 
acceptable levels, con- 
sumers attempt to persuade 
someone else to force them 
to do so. It seems a rather 
round-about way of achiev- 
ing the desired result, hut 
that is not necessarily a criti- 
cism, After all, many cul- 
tures have what seem like 
odd and circuitous ways of 
doing things. The real ques- 
tion is, will it ever work? 

[ say no* and this is why: 

First, in the chain of sup- 
ply and consumption,, the consumer is the 
only link which cannot he bypassed* If the individual 
consumer stops consuming, nothing can be done about 
it, except to try and persuade someone else to increase 
their consumption to compensate. At present, everyone 
else is already being persuaded pretty much as hard as 
possible anyway, so that won't have much effect, even 
if' the message to stop consuming does not also spread. 
This situation does not* however, apply to other links in 
the supply chain, Nor does it apply to governments. 
Get rid of one destructive widget manufacturer, and 
there arc usually a million more manufacturers (or 
potential manufacturers) waiting in the wings to take 
his place. In other words* consumption is the limiting 
factor, not supply. Similarly, if the entire government 
died of some unfortunate disease overnight but there 
was no change in the popular ideology, an almost iden- 
tical government would be installed immediately after 
the election. 

Second, politicians, advertisers and businessmen are 
not stupid. They know what I was too naive to realise 
until the revelations of the quota made it inescapable. 
They understand the depth of hypocrisy lying behind 
all the environmentalist s accusations. They know that 
virtually no one, not even the environmentalists them- 
selves* is actually willing to live sustainably. No one 
really wants the world saved, not if it will significant- 
ly restrict their gluttony. All anyone really wants is 
someone else to blame. So the producers and politi- 



wrath which we aim at them. Perhaps we have actual- 
ly come to believe in our own condemnation of our 
suppliers. Perhaps these career scapegoats even 
encourage us, by adjusting their rhetoric so as to con- 
tinue to attract our anger. 
After all* they wouldn't 
want us to face reality, 
would they? Whatever the 
case, having established 
our supply of excuses* we 
continue to buy whatever 
we like for ourselves, 
rewarding the politicians 
with votes for a job well 
done* and blessing busi- 
nessmen with an uninhibit- 
ed market* Even the envi- 
ronmental pressure groups 
now find a comfortable 
nest in this collective rot- 
tenness. They soon learned 
that subs and fame came 
only from telling the sort of truth that people wanted to 
hear* We were thus instructed to direct our hatred at 
governments and multinationals. With our lifestyles 
quantitatively exceeding sustainable levels many times 
over, the most that mainstream environmental groups 
thought we should have to cope with w^as the sugges- 
tion that we put our bottles in a different shaped bin, or 
pump up our car tyres properly. Pleased with their 
words, we gave them some money. Pleased with our 
money, they gave us newsletters full of invective about 
big business, and coloured stickers to stick on our 
unsustainable cars. 

It is logical enough, 1 suppose, that our environmen- 
tally corrupt society should have an even more corrupt 
environmental movement to protect it. Perhaps every- 
one else has known this for years* hut it is new to me, 
and something of a shock* 



[The editors of Do or Die use and fully endorse the 
excuses described in this article, If you'd like a copy of 
the quota sheet, with full instructions (batteries not 
included), send a self addressed envelope and two 1st 
class stamps to Do or Die. Brighton Sorting Office is 
taking on extra staff to cope with the anticipated 
demand.] 
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Defending the Ancient Oakwoods 



J 



Landowners. The Federation of Landowners, The 
National Farmers' Union (NFUj. The old boys' net- 
work. Freemasons. M15. The Forestry Commission 
(F.C.). The timber industry. These are the main preda- 
tory forces responsible for the destruction of what's left 
of our natural habitat — ancient woods. 

The Forestry Commission was set up during the First 
World War to ensure that sufficient hardwood was 
accessed from within Britain, since import ships were 
frequently sunk. Nowadays Lhey serve landowners, 
who are viewed as the “client base" to whom the FC 
funnels masses of taxpayers' money under several 
guises, but generally to encourage the maximum 
'release' of timber onto the market. 

Our conservation body/corpse is the Scottish Natural 
Heritage. Yet another useless — -if not 
harmful— government quango, which 
provides a facade of protection while 
in reality it eases the way for industry 
past environmental 

completely powerless, and unable to 
do more titan help facilitate compro- 
mises which enable landowners to liq- 
uidate their ‘business assets' with an 
added touch of green wash. 

Magnus Magnusson (obviously the 
greatest brain in Britain) helps prop up 
the establishment by acting as a figure- 
head for the SNH. The Press men nan 
campaigners have been privileged to 
receive Magnus pacifiers in the form of 
letters applauding our efforts but 
detailing the landowners' “legitimate 
financial requirements”. I .andowners 
are allowed to make money out of 
every part of their land no matter 
what's on it, We challenged Magnus 
recently with a small community 
action, protesting his hypocrisy in 
unveiling a statue of John Muir. 

Government papers repeatedly reas- 
sure landowners that environmental 
legislation will only be applied accord- 
ing to the “Voluntary Principle". For a 
habitat or a species to be legally pro- 
tected is meaningless in the face of 



business interests and our present social power struc- 
ture: rich at the top, wildlife at the very bottom, h's not 
anti-humanist to support the underdog— it's instinctive 
common sense. As our local police pointed out when 
requested to intervene in defence of Pressraenn art's 
large and rare bat populations, (Daubenton, Pipistrelle 
and Longeared), any injury to bats or damage to their 
habitat is merely a “by-product" of u business “opera- 
tion". and therefore negligible. Even in European 
courts — the last legal line of defence — ''socio-econom- 
ic factors" can override conservation laws. 

The head of Britain’s Forestry Commission, politician 
and businessman David Bills, often refers to the new' 
“Forest Standard" in his regular propaganda letters to 
the press. According to an unexpectedly honest and 
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therefore rare Forestry Commissioner [who must 
remain nameless], this is nothing but a political tool, 
comprising a watered down and even less binding ver- 
sion ot the existing completely unrestiicting guidelines* 
The Standard is going through its consultation process 
with who else but the N.FU. and the Federation of 
Landowners, just in case it docs anything other than 
maintain a steadily increasing ilow of financial perks T 
(cunningly bypassing recognised social and natural 
requirements), to these earth destroyers and exploiters. 

Ancient woods are the last surviving fragments of 
our nati ve ecosystem and habitat. These average in size 
at a measly 6 hectares, 60% of which exist on private- 
ly owned land, Britain as a whole maintains less than 
I % of its original wild wood, East Lothian, the home of 
Pressmennan, less than 0.1%. | All figures are from the 
Inventory of Ancient, Semi-Natural and Long- 
Established Woodlands, and do not include ancient 
woodland sites that have been replanted with conifers.] 
The FC actively encourage their exploitation with 
grants such as the recently drafted scheme to "bring 
previously unmanaged woods under a course of man- 
agement.” This includes as much felling as they can get 
away with and "replanting* with plastic tubes. 
Landowners receive about £600 per hectare per year to 
maintain these tubes (usually containing the fast-grow- 
ing sycamore), occasionally carrying out chemical 
weeding to keep at bay that terrifying beast nature, and 
to eradicate the last surviving plants of the murdered 
forest which lie dormant in the soil. 

There is arguable justification for sensitive, sustain- 
able management which includes some felling in com- 
mercial man-made plantations — but this is neither 
applied, appropriate or necessary for the conservation 
of ancient woods. The favoured catchphrase used by 
the FC to shut up the masses is “felling for regenera- 
tion", As if nature couldn't manage before we came 
along! Particularly the Masonic god-fearing/god-aspir- 
ing landowners seem to genuinely believe that nature is 
inferior, imperfect, and exists for man s use, sport and 
improvement 

Felling for regeneration is the modem term for defor- 
estation [similar to “salvage logging” in the US]. As a 
member of Broadleaf Resistance in Wales retorted. ”1 
wouldn't like to be in a tribe where you kill off the 
elders to make way for the next generation!” Elitist 
pseudo-scientific jargon distances the FC from the 
ignorant and overly emotional public. Woods are 
accused of having "native flaws”, of needing manage- 
ment in the form of mass Idling to protect them from 
"freak weather”, and of being dangerously near to 
roads. One expert claimed that since many of 



David Bills: It's the only language he 

‘understands’. 

David Bills took over as Director-General of the 
Forestry Commission in December 1995, Prior to 
that he had served as President of Australia's 
National Association of Forest Industries, and as 
general manager of North Forest Products since 
1986, North are scum — "number one among 
Australia's destroyers of old-growth forests'', and the 
world's biggest exporter of wood chips, liquidating 
thousands of hectares (2.5 million tons) of 
Tasmanian temperate rainforest every year Bills 
himself is “absolutely detested” by those who seek to . 
end this slaughter, not just as one of its main archi- 
tects but because he is also seen as legitimising the 
widespread violence perpetrated by loggers against 
protesters, which has included shootings and tirc- 
bombings. 

In 1993 he argued that “If violence does emerge, 
before passing judgement we should take time to 
understand the perspective of somebody being dri* 
ven to financial ruin... ns opposed to recruited 
demonstrators on a Tasmanian holiday." He still 
stood by these words in 1995, insisting that protest- 
ers “go out of their way to provoke a violent 
response from loggers”, and describing their "so- 
called passive resistance” as ""a very cynical exer- 
cise”, And this bloke is now in charge of the UK's 
largest landowner, the Forestry Commission! 
(Sources: Guardian 4/10/95; Independent on Sunday 
3/12/95: "Green Backlash”, Andrew Rowell). 

Pressmen nan's trees were 'twisted', the "correct 
arborieultural solution” would be to clearfell the entire 
6000 year old wood and replant the site with genetical- 
ly improved stock, (in straight lines and plastic tubes of 
course). They also stated in an interdict (Scottish for 
injunction) that Earth First! was "violently opposed to 
anything practical or useful” - interesting,.. 

Only once the PC's top expert George Peterken stat- 
ed the obvious candidly in his report did the “felling as 
treatment*' bullshit related to this particular case 
recede. For the record, the relevant quotes are that "the 
canopy would gradually open naturally and self regen- 
eration would occur”, and second, that "While there 
are financial benefits, the thinning is of no silvicultur- 
al benefit. ..will exasperate windthrow...[and] is a high 
risk management option." The conservation strategy 
written by the campaign group, w ith the help of gen- 
uinely intelligent and sensitive people (including high- 
ly qualified foresters), was skillfully excluded from 
meetings, reports and consultations. It did, however. 
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fulfil all of Peterken's advice and criteria, it just didn't 
email the felling of any ancient trees. All of the local 
community associations supported our plan. 

Often there is an argument for human intervention as 
being useful, to compensate for previous negative 
influences — eg. the control and gentle restriction of 
acidic spruces and non-natives which decrease and 
damage natural diversity, Jn some cases, scarification 
and the protection of seedling counter excessive graz- 
ing from unpredated deer, or sheep. 

The reintroduction of wild boars [see p*9 | would 
help woodlands infinitely more than any human inter- 
vention. These walking woodland regenerators aren't 
king of the forest for nothing. They scarify* dig and 
protect as their role in the previously balanced ecosys- 
tem. Appreciate and contribute and set us free, say the 
wild boar. They survive very well even in a modern 
agriculture-dominated landscape, as Pumba, a local 
bacon-butty escapee recently proved. We forget how 
intelligent and wily these creatures are. (Note 
wilv/wild and creatures/create). Rumba, who escaped 
when poachers were attempting to steal him. lived hap- 
pily, healthily and harmlessly* and lonely, around fast 
Lothian for months. The too romantic and beautiful 
living legend came to a sudden end with a bullet in the 
head from a police marksman. He was grazing peace- 
fully in a field with some horses he had befriended. 

Wild boar bacon is apparently becoming trendy* 
Boars are being brought to the edge of wilderness sep- 
arated only by a fence* A bit of liberation— changing 
boars' destinies from a bolt in the head to a bolt for 
freedom— would do a lot for conservation, boars and 
the human spirit* 

The main problem with reintroducing wild animals is 
the lack of potential habitats* Ancient forests arc of 
course the mother of all habitats* yet the most aggres- 
sively threatened. The rarer the timber* the higher the 
price, the harder the sawmills try to get their greasy, 
sleazy little metal hands on it* 

Two years ago when our cam- 
paign began, timber company A Sc 
J Scott from Wooperton, 

Northumberland sent scouts to 
locate remaining oakwoods in East 
I .othian* Several farmers were 
approached and offered around 
£30,000 for access to their woods* 

They were advised to hire “man- 
agement consultants" to organise 
grants and front the operations. 

Thus, A & J Scott's monopoly was 
concealed. 



A Sc J Scott dominate the limber scene on the east 
coast* They are the only company big enough to afford 
the most advanced machinery and force small sawmills 
into dependence* having to buy through them* Most 
surviving wild wood fragments exist on steep inacces- 
sible slopes* making it hard to extract. However, the 
technology now exists to enable cost-effective mass 
extraction* releasing hardwood as Gross Product onto 
the global market. The timber of several sessile oak- 
woods was to he shipped in hulk to Germany, where 
the ancient woods are protected. (Oh yeah. FC quote:- 
" We view all woods as crops/') Since most of these 
forests are hidden in valleys, their disappearance goes 
largely unnoticed until it's too late. Oswald Dene, 
another ancient woodland* was completely clearcut by 
A Sc J Scott. It was on the edge of a main road, and so 
was noticed by shocked commuters, forcing the FC to 
be seen to he doing something about it* After media 
exposure the FC agreed to prosecute. “A small fine”, 
we thought cynically* Worse! They got off on a techni- 
cality. claiming no one actually saw them carrying out 
the illegal felling. Someone (with a bulldozer) may 
have snuck in and felled the trees under cover of dark- 
ness! The case was thrown out and the FC seriously 
scolded for not gathering any evidence. Tidy! 

Our ancient woods are so badly neglected that they 
were quickly labelled as a priority habitat after the Rio 
Summit. A document entitled “Upland Oakwoods: A 
Costed Habitat Action Plan" (CHAP) was urgently 
drafted — Britain signed it. CHAP outlines targets for 
protection, expansion and management on a minimum 
intervention basis. This implies no unnecessary felling. 
So CHAP is ignored, twisted, transformed and unen- 
forced. Seemingly this document has no effect unless 
officially adopted by local councils. (Something to 
encourage). Then and only then can landowners be 
legally restricted from felling. Only one council in 
Scotland has done so, curiously the one which is 
presently attempting to evict Fas lane peace camp* 
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The FC claims to account for CHAP by using the 
word ‘minima]' (instead of minimum) in their guide- 
lines, Felling plans are described as minimal if any 
trees are left standing. CHAP also stales that if neces- 
sary, legislation must he changed/introduced to ensure 
its enforcement, Landowners must he made to expand 
and protect ancient forests as part of a much needed 
natural zone* The natural zone would be left as wild as 
possible. A sustainable zone of non-ancient woods can 
allow for interaction, reconnection, learning, crafts, 
and harmonious mutual benefit between humanity and 
nature. An intensive zone of existing offensive planta- 
tions (not ones being restored) can satisfy existing 
needs while society evolves and eventually grows out 
of dependency on mass productivity and monocultures. 

Since every piece of land and the nature that grows 
on it is unique, the wildlife evolving and adapting for 
13,000 years, it is essential that all remaining frag- 
ments of ancient wildwood are recognised as vital 
cores for biodiversity, Oak trees support more life than 
any others. Natural life and the sadly disconnected — 
therefore hungry — spiritual life of humans have a right 
to exist and he nurtured. The deforestation of the land 
and Highland Clearances to favour sheep, twinned 
with the oppression of our language — Gaelic — were 
the harshest deathblows dealt by pirates and thieves* 
Gaelic speakers have no word for, and therefore no 
concept of, ownership. The alphabet is based upon 
native plants and their annual sequence of budding* 
Children were beaten at school when caught talking in 
their own language* 

The druids (oakseers) were no fools when they 
argued that oak woods (the sacred groves) were the 
only real teachers* They still are* Teachers of harmony, 
diversity, transformation, living. They provide practi- 
cal working metaphors for almost everything. 
Fundamental emotions and clarity of thought can be 
experienced in such woodlands, where life energy is 
strong and we are as one with the rest of ourselves. 
Unrestricted by human constructions — geometry, arti- 
ficial noise and dysfunction— we are centred in pur 
natural habitat. Ninety nine per cent of the life in this 
country has been destroyed* The land is relentlessly 
battered, poisoned and abused. Us too, we are painful- 
ly disconnected from our roots, and the roots of nature 
in this country are these tiny, fragile, beautiful forests. 
Folk have to reconnect, even if it takes art or bird- 
watching to get them there* 

While these wildwood fragments still survive, there 
is a chance to redress the balance by allowing to return 
what has been stolen and murdered. The life force 
exists, it just needs to be liberated* (Loads of farmland 



"The Germanic tribes w ere renowned for their holy 
groves and Tacitus* the Roman writer, refers to them 
in his “Germania'*, In the 8th century a tree known as 
Jupiter's Oak was cut down in religious zeal by a 
Christian missionary* St, Boniface, at Geismar in 
Germany, but paganism continued long after* The 
old German laws exacted a terrible punishment for 
those w ho committed the crime of peeling the bark 
of a tree* The offender's punishment was to have his 
navel cut out and nailed to the damaged part of the 
tree, after which he was made to walk round and 
round the tree until his intestines had wrapped them- 
selves around the trunk* Thus living tissue replaced 
the wound the perpetrator had inflicted, a life for a 
life*” From: "In Search of Herne the Hunter”, Eric L* 
Fitch, Capall Bann 1994* 

has to be set aside anyway.) I'm loath to say that a start 
could entail the introduction of grants to encourage 
expansion, and the abolition of those grants which 
encourage exploitation. Meanwhile, there's plenty that 
the individual can do. Get a copy of your local 
Inventory of "Ancient, Semi-Natural and Long- 
Established Woodlands" from English Nature, Scottish 
Natural Heritage or whatever* See how many of the 
registered ancient woods are left and check them out* 
Identify any that are under threat by checking 
Woodland Grant Applications (WGAs). [Although 
please remember that these are not the only source of 
danger- — it is worth keeping an eye on development 
planning applications as well, for example*] These can 
be found by accessing the FC Internet site or by visit- 
ing your local council's planning office. It may help to 
arm yourself (with the Freedom of Information Act 
leaflet). If large areas of broadleaves are listed for 
felling in valuable sites* demand a copy of the full 
WGA from your local FC office* Make sure they don't 
tippex out vital parts of information (as is their habit)* 
Don't believe their propaganda, and prepare to pub- 
licly tear it to pieces. Order surveys, offer alternatives* 
hold the FC to their guidelines, then ask the wood w hat 
it wants you to do next. If it is privately owned, it will 
be well nigh impossible to get anything but back- 
ground support from established conservation bodies* 
given the political nature of the campaign* They won't 
risk losing funding or jobs by challenging the estab- 
lishment. Be wary of those who offer 'professional 
experience’ — they are liable to seriously land you in it 
at a later date* 

Pressure from ramblers’ groups has led to the intro- 
duction of grants to encourage public access in private 
woods* I have noticed that nearly all the recent W r GAs 
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line). Excessive confrontation, bullying and aggres- 



include funds for creating and maintaining paths. Of 
course, the public is told nothing and is completely 
unaware that their taxes are legally gaining them 
access to local beauty spots. Many of these paths are 
probably mythical but should be checked out, publi- 
cised and used. I'he FC is a brick wall, so we just have 
to use and abuse them. Playing stupid or taking no shit 
are good methods of gaining information. Write every- 
thing down and keep dated records. 

Our campaign started with great local support, week- 
ly local press coverage, petitions, then adoption by the 
council. Eventually a Tree Preservation Order was 
placed on the whole wood — we thought we had won. 
The private sector don't like to he told what to do by 
the riffraff. The ultimate aim was for the permanent 
protection of Pressmen nan with a precedential 
Compulsory Purchase Order. CFOs are usually used to 
build roads, so this would have been a wonderful use 
of the system. Hopefully somewhere else will manage 
to pull it off. The opposition closed ranks and took to 
using the law as a weapon. Thousands were spent on 
lawyers. letters and threats. Intimidation was Hying 
around aimed at whoever they could hit. Eventually the 
council was nobbled when a key character (their repre- 
sentative) suddenly and mysteriously backed down at a 
crucial meeting. This left them liable to huge financial 
compensation to the farmer for in convenience and loss 
of income. 

Sexism, male ego, hidden motives and serious shit stir- 
ring eventually caused the original campaign group to 
disperse. However, individuals continued to campaign 
and a legal case was compiled, the basis of which was 
laws which protect rare species (bats) and habitats (oak- 
woods). Unfortunately, the Trust which is meant to be 
fronting the case are in fact neutralising and restraining 
its use because they are overly bureaucratic, land owner 
arse- licking, uninspired, unimaginative, ignorant, apa- 
thetic wankers who kicked out the only trustee unwilling 
to compromise the forest (ie. allow trees to be felled V — - 
the originator of the legal trust! Their bigotry can be illus- 
trated in a quote from a member who shall remain name- 
less: “Single women shouldn't be in trusts'. 

Compromising kills campaigns. Don't back dow n! 

The camps were great ideas, one for woodland 
awareness, the other reclaiming common land. Both 
ended in disaster after increasing torment. 
Consequently neither site is available for use when we 
really need them. It was difficult to deal with dodgy 
characters who distracted and diverted the campaign. 
They refused to work within the organic, democratic', 
sharing, at ten live, sensitive, positive energy which was 
flooding from the wood (Pressmennan is also on a ley- 
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si ve ness trashed the campaign and nearly reduced the 
main stayers to a wreck. Much public support was lost 
during that period unnecessarily. Group agreement and 
careful consideration of tactics is vital, as is coopera- 
tion. If we have to have another camp, let it work with 
and for the wood. 

Post -camps, and after much deliberation, it was 
decided by some that perhaps the least damaging and 
most certain method of defence w as to devalue the tim- 
ber. Ceramics are undetectable and break expensive 
sawmill blades. Apparently, a number of trees were 
carefully spiked, clear warnings were also marked 
throughout the wood. The opposition claims to be 
unperturbed, but the trees are still standing. 

No matter what happens, we’ve raised masses of 
awareness, had an education, saved at least hundreds of 
trees and empowered the local community to the extent 
that they are becoming more active— finally. 
Meanwhile WAN P’s going to keep doing everything 
possible to protect Pressmennan — may it expand 
through the valley and contribute to reafforesting the 
world. 

Contact: W.A.N.D (Woodland Awareness and 

Network of Defence) 01368 850630 

Update: Victory at Pressmennan! 

As of kite January, Pressmen nan's so-called 
‘Management Committee' appears to have acknowl- 
edged defeat, announcing that “an indefinite hold 
has been put on the felling of the oaks”! A half- 
hearted attempt to trash the wood earlier in January 
served as a dry run to test the strength of local peo- 
ple's opposition — and the response then was more 
than enough to frighten A & J Scott off. They now 
argue that the police were un whiling to protect the 
chainsaw crew from the big bad eco-activists, leav- 
ing them no alternative but to withdraw. A more like- 
ly explanation might be the thoroughly deserved 
humiliation they've suffered at the hands of the 
Pressmennan campaigners. They were tern tied by 
the prospect of even more unwanted publicity — over 
the ultimate destination of the timber, for their bull- 
shit ‘management' proposals, for the tree spiking, 
and for a host of other damaging revelations uncov- 
ered in the course of the campaign and so far kept 
secret. Yet more bruising legal battles were also in 
the works. 

A watchful eye is still being kept on the wood, hut 
at this stage things are looking good. As one WAND 
activist says, “We never gave up, even after two and 
a half years. Direct action has saved the wood. ' 
Positive vision wins out! 
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No Opencast! 
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History - Action - Analysis - Contradictions 





No Opencast is a campaign run by the National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) and supported by 
Women Against Pit Closures and members of the Miners Support Groups. Since early 1995 there has 
been an informal co-operation between the No Opencast campaign and Earth Firstlers. This has cub 



minated, so far, in the action in Derbyshire on Friday 31st October 1997. On this action an open- 
cast site, owned by HJ Banks mining company, was visited early in the morning by around 250 
activists. Within two hours the mine was put out of operation, with estimates of the damage caused 
ranging from £375,000 to LA million. This article attempts to give some background information to 
this campaign and action but also raises some questions and possible contradictions about its his- 



tory and aims. 



Opencast mining (or strip mining as it is also known) 
is one of the most ecologically destructive mining 
method in use today. To gain access to the raw materi- 
al wanted it involves the excavation, removal and 
irreparable destruction of huge quantities of the surface 
eco-systenra and the earth below it Local people have 
to endure noise, vibration and severe dust pollution. 
Villages are torn apart by heavy trucks and evidence is 
growing to show the link between the pollution caused 
by opencast mining and the incidence of respiratory 
diseases in children. When the mine is exhausted and 
the operators have made off with their profits, the prob- 
lems for the people that live near the site persist. 



Although the process is the same for whatever is being 
mined, this article is specifically referring to the issues 
surrounding opencasting mining for coal here in the 

UK. 

Recent history 

Opencast mining has undergone a massive expansion 
in recent years, yet this has nothing to do with any par- 
ticular energy policy pushed by the government, li has 
far more to do with a political vendetta by the State to 
smash the militant resistance to exploitation shown by 
mining communities over ihe years. 

In 1972 and 1974 the miners went on strike to protest 
against the government's policy of drastic cuts in 



Do or Die-Voices from Earth First? No.7 



23 












y 

r "’ 1 






mgt 




rk 











Heselmine PLC! 

On 14th May 1995 12 members of the London Miners’ Support group walked onto 
the 800 acre estate owned by Michael Heseltine. He was the then deputy leader of the 
Conservative Party and the person responsible for destroying the deep mining indus- 
try and their communities in the I980*s whilst allowing opencast mining to flourish* 
A small area of his front garden was marked off with tape and a sign erected by 
activists announcing that this was the 'Heseltine Opencast Mining pic./ 




This initial occupation was to be the 
first stage of a plan to present a planning 
application to Northamptonshire County 
Council to establish an opencast mine on 
Hesel tine's land. Before long a larger 
group of campaigners visited the same 
area and started to remove turf and estab- 
lish the mine. An apoplectic Heseltine 
appeared in lavender pyjamas wittering; 
"What was the point of the Criminal 
Justice Bill if you can't remove these peo- 
ple from my land?" People re-arranged 
the dug- up turf so that it read ‘No 
Opencast' and then left. 

The largest occupation was on 20th 
October 1996 when 90 ex-miners, their 
wives. Earth FirstJers and others visited 
him again. They put up a 6 foot high 
screen and within it's confines a large 
hole was dug. No coal w f as found, but no 
doubt much annoyance was caused to 
Heseltine — again — and plenty of ‘journal- 
ists captured the scene, including the 
planting of a tree before everyone left. 



public sector workers’ pay. In 1972 the State was 
unprepared; coal stocks were low and this caused an 
energy crisis resulting in extensive power cuts. In 1974 
the then Prime Minister decided to call a snap general 
election under the slogan; Who rules the country — the 
miners or the government?' He lost and was bundled 
out of power. 

Margaret Thatcher came to power in 1979, nursing a 
desire for revenge against the miners. She bided her 
time and by 1984 was ready. Coal stocks were high and 
she set out to provoke the miners' unions into strike 
action in the spring when energy demand was lower. A 
programme of deep shaft mine closures was 
announced. The National Union of Mineworkers 
(NUM) predicted that if it went ahead more would fol- 
low and the industry would be decimated. They went 
on strike — not just to protect their jobs, but also their 
communities and their way of life. What transpired 
was a year long strike, one of the hardest fought and 
bitterest in this country's history, 1 It eventually ended 



in defeat for the miners 
and a further round of 
pit closures ensued. 

By 1992 the coal 
industry in this country 
was down to a fraction 
of its former size and 
only the most modern 
and productive pits had 
survived. Michael 
Heseltine, the then 
President of the Board 
of Trade, announced 
the closure of a further 
31 pits. The pretext for 
this was that there was 
no longer a market for 
British coal — yet the 
real reason was to pave 
the way for the casual!- 
sat ion of labour and the 
privatisation ol the coal 
industry by destroying 
any last vestiges of 
resistance from the 
miners, Hand in hand 
with this closing of the 
deep shaft mines came 
the expansion of the 
opencast coal mining 
industry with its small- 
er casual workforce 
that is easier to exploit without organised resistance. 

It is these very tow ns and villages that bore the brunt 
of the 1984/5 strike which, having had their communi- 
ties and future weakened— and in some cases 
destroyed, arc now under attack from destructive open- 
cast sites. 

Opposition to opencast grows 

Opencast mining, as mentioned earlier, is notorious 
for its air, noise and water pollution and increasingly is 
being linked with respiratory problems* The main 
focus, so far. for local opposition groups fighting open- 
cast mining have been these health issues and most 
planning applications have been fought on this aspect 
of opencast alone* 

Since 1995, however, EF’ers have been addressing 
the wider ecological effects of opencasting. One of the 
first groups to do this — Leeds EF! — -took action in 
early 1995 targeting an opencast site in Yorkshire, and 
at about die same time Welsh activists were setting up 
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camps at Selar and Bryuhenllys sites near Swansea,- 
These actions* amongst others* led to an increasing 
alliance between EFSers and the No Opencast cam- 
paign — which raises some questions 1 will attempt to 
address later, 



Scotland, too. increasingly was being ripped up lor 
opencasting* as many at last year's EF! Gathering 
near Glasgow witnessed first hand. However, due to 
the fact that all the villages affected were small* and 
the rural population distribution was fragmented* the 
opposition mounted was fairly ineffective. 

The No Opencast campaign was getting increasing- 
ly frustrated by the loaded planning process and the 
blatant attempts to destroy mining communities and 



decided lo take more radical action. This led to a 
series of joint actions with Earth First !ers — the first 
of which was the initial visit to Hesel tine's garden, 
(See box — *Heselmine PLCF) After this the 




Opencast campaign and EF!ers started to work close- 
ly together. 

As well as this the widespread opposition against 
opencasting across most of the country lead to* 
amongst other things* Friends of the Earth (FoE) 
organising a conference of anti-opencast campaigners 
in early 1996* If was attended by local opposition 
groups and led to the creation of an English and Welsh 
network* administered by FoE 1 and now comprising 
over 120 anti-opencast groups. (There is a separate 
Scottish network managed by the Scottish Opencast 
Action Group (SOAG)). 



Smash the (E)statc! 

On 5th January 1997 a group of around a hundred 
anti-opencast campaigners descended on Chatsworth 
House in Derbyshire* the ancestral home of the Duke 
of Devonshire. The Duke owns huge swathes of 
Derbyshire and allows developers lo opencast large 
areas of it — although not near Chatsworth of course! 

A sound system played loud recordings of noise 
from an opencast site so that the people who arc rou- 
tinely subjected to it could give him a feeling of what 
it was like. Three people got inside his house and 
waved flags from the windows whilst others held 
banners outside. The Duke's right hand man mingled 
with the activists handing out press statements and 
saying that the Duke would be out in a minute. His 
peace offering of warm soup was turned over on the 
ground and after much venom flying in his direction 
he eventually retreated behind his wrought iron gates 
for protection. 



Notes 

1. To give some indication of this look at the arrest sta- 
tistics for this strike. They included: 4089 for conduct 
likely to cause a breach of the peace* 1682 for obstruc- 
tion of the police* 640 for obstruction of the highway* 
1015 for criminal damage* 359 for assault on the 
police* 137 for riot and 509 for unlawful assembly. (All 
from "Miners Strike 1984-1985. People versus State.' 
by David Reed and Olivia Adamson, (Larkin: London 
1 985 , ) > The strike also provided the final fine tuning of 
the police into the paramilitary force that they are 
today* For more details on this read: ‘State of Siege: 
Politics and Policing in the Coalfields — Miners' Strike 
1984’ by Jim Coulter* Susan Miller and Martin Walker. 
(Canary Press: London 1984.) 

2. For an account of resistance to opencasting in Wales 
see ‘Autonomy* Resistance and Mediation* The 
dynamics of Reclaim the Valleys!' on page 74 in DoD 
No. 6. 

3. More specifically it is co-ordinated by Tim Sander of 
Chesterfield FoE. Tim is now being sued by John 
Wilson of Fit/ wise Ltd., a notorious opencast compa- 
ny. Wilson alleges that in November 1995 Tim pro- 
duced an agenda for a public meeting libelling him as 
a hypocrite for moving house in anticipation of an 
opencast mine being opened nearby, Tim denies the 
libel, refuses to apologise, and is contesting the case. 
There is no legal aid for libel cases and so Tim is rep- 
resenting himself This is clearly an attempt to squash 
resistance to opencasting and to act as a warning to oth- 
ers, Messages of support and donations for legal costs 
to: Tim Sander c/o Friends of the Earth, 26-28 
Underwood Street, London, Nl 7JQ. UK. Telephone: 
0171 490 1555 * 
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Reports and Thoughts on the Action in Derbyshire 



What follows are three accounts of, and some opinions on, the No Opencast action in Derbyshire on Friday 31 si 
October 1997 all written by activists who were there. As well as this there is a short piece on some possible con- 
tradictions and problems with the nature of the alliance between radical ecologists and the No Opencast campaign. 



“All this lurking about in the dark 
inspired a lot of giggling/" 

We met in a squat in London and there were maybe 60 
people or so. The idea was that we would hide out 
there, leave in the middle of the night and arrive at the 
opencast site in Derbyshire at 5 or 6 in the morning. 
The time until then was to be well spent in planning 
our actions. 

We were given briefing sheets, explaining what we 
were going to do. These were counted out and counted 
back in again and then burnt before we left the build- 
ing. No one was supposed to go in or out of the build- 
ing until we all left together. 1 was posted on guard 
duty to make sure no one got out. All very Mission: 
Impossible! Meanwhile, with the aid of some big bits 
of paper on the floor and marker pens, everyone 
crowding around was given some idea of the layout of 
the site and what targets we should head for when we 
were in. 

This action appears to have been one of the few occa- 
sions when all the rhetoric about how affinity groups 
are the way forward constantly spouted by EF!ers in 
this country actually seemed to materialise into some- 
thing. We split up into affinity groups to go off and 
decide in private what we were each individually up 
for- — running about, trashing stuff, occupying machin- 
ery etc. and what we wanted to head for — machinery, 
vehicles, offices etc. You have to come equipped if 
you' re going to be sabotaging things and as none of my 
spectacularly well-prepared group had brought any- 
thing or thought about it at all we decided we weren't 
going to he monkey wrenching. 



However, some people in my group did have a clever 
plan which could be more widely adopted. They were 
dressed head-to-toe in standard activist colours (green 
and black is the new green and black dahling!) with 
hooded tops and combat boots etc.. Yet underneath this 
regulation unarcho-garb they were wearing rainbow- 
coloured hippy jumpers. Thus they could cunningly 
evade police surveillance and confuse police stereo- 
types. 

We had a big school -trip type coach to take us to the 
site, so we all piled on — the tough kids grabbing the 
back scat and the swots sitting up front in time-hon- 
oured fashion. As we hit the motorway we were 
informed that all mobile phones had to wrapped in the 
silver foil that was being passed around to prevent 
them being used to track our progress by the police. 
The w hole planning of the action operated on roughly 
this level of paranoia. Over the top? Well, maybe... 

We were woken up 5 or 10 minutes before arrival 
with chocolate and whiskey which made us all feel a 
lot better about being in the middle of nowhere at 6 in 
the morning. As per usual prior to an action [ was all 
nerves and butterflies in the stomach. I've never been 
able to account for this, as when the action starts Vm 
relatively calm and in control. We all piled out of the 
coach and attempted to keep quiet and hid behind a 
hedge that ran along the side of the road. It was cold 
and dark hut dawn was just breaking. 

Because of the military precision of the timing we 
had to hide behind the hedge for about 5 minutes until 
exactly the time set for us to go over the top into the 
site. People from other towns and areas would be enter- 
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fereni direct ion. There was an initial impulse to hide 



mg the site from different directions at i minute inter- 
vals to meet up with our London crew. All this lurking 
about in the dark inspired a lot of giggling that did not 
sit well with the highly organised timing and precision. 
This wasn’t helped by the fact that we had to keep our 
heads down below the hedge every time a car came 
past — -the bobbing up and down only produced more 
giggling and noisy shushing and more giggling. 

We all poured over the flimsy barbed wire fence and 
up the steep embankment that marked the perimeter of 
the opencast site. Getting to the top of the slope was 
rather an anticlimax — there was just a big deserted site 
on the other side. We stopped running and sort of 
ambled in a big straggly group — all semblance of mil- 
itary order now gone. We weren’t really sure which 
direction to go so we all just followed the crowd, 
,fc Buaaa! TT shouted some wit from the rear. 

The whole action had this weird character — we 
encountered no resistance which gave the whole thing 
rather an odd dynamic. It's like the two sides define 
each other by opposition — take away our opposition 
and it all fell rather formless. As often is the case when 
we are successful we become victims of our own suc- 
cess and don't know what to do with the totally unex- 
pected situation of actually outwitting the cops and not 
being faced w ith a set-piece everyone-knows-their-role 
cops vs, activists confrontation. With no antagonism, 
no adrenaline rush of confrontation, there is no opposi- 
tion to give us a focus. There was no such focus here, 
so we just sort of ambled about. Our affinity group sort 
of fell apart as one guy said he'd catch us up as he just 
had to go off and chat to a friend. It was good the way 
the whole event was a chance to catch up with old 
friends from the other end of the country; faces remem- 
bered from past actions and evictions, hut it did mean 
the planned organisation of people into affinity groups 
kind of fell apart. 

A van with headlights full on was driving around the 
site and seemed to have seen us but drove off in a dif- 



from them but we quickly realised this was pretty 
pointless — if they didn't know we were here yet they 
soon would do. The few mine workers or security who 
were on site basically stayed out of our way in their lit- 
tle portacabin things throughout the action. 

My affinity group/bunch of useless mates (ho ho only 
joking) soon spotted a great big digging thing on the 
edge of a rather large hole which we quickly climbed 
all over. On the top of the pneumatic arm thing we got 
a great view of the whole site and also got covered in 
great globs of disgusting grease. From our vantage 
point we could see other groups arriving from every 
side of the site. One bunch marched below us led by a 
bloke in a silly wizard's hat and a drum. "That's 
Manchester" someone said. We exchanged a few yips 
and whistles and clenehed-fist salutes with them and 
saw another bunch arriving a bit further around the 
perimeter of the site. This lot looked like local s/ex- 
mi nets, and they climbed all over some digging things. 

We sang revolutionary songs and posed on the lop of 
the digging arm doing elenched-frst salutes for the 
local s/e x-miners cameras (which in retrospect was 
probably not very smart thing to do — even though we 
were all de rigeur masked-up). From our vantage point 
we could see various bits of machinery — diggers, huge 
trucks etc. around the site from which hanging, crash- 
ing sounds were emanating. Soon I was told we had to 
vacate our adopted digger because some people had 
come to trash it. 

This kind of set the tone for the whole action — l had 
gone along with our affinity group decision just to 
occupy the site and not to trash anything, but now it 
seemed the only thing to do was trash things. The only 
things in an opencast mine are trucks, diggers, big bits 
of machinery etc, It is very unwise to be fitting on a 
piece of machinery that has been sabotaged when the 
police arrive. Its kind of like asking for it. So seeing as 
pretty much every piece of machinery in the place was 
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damaged in some way within hull im hour of arrival I main visible damage [ saw was some very obvious 
Fell pretty redundant. 



Almost as soon as we were into the site people were 
saying: There’s nothing to do now — everything's been 
trashed, vve might as well leave'. Which was kind of 
odd and disempowering, I 'he attitude of the ‘ego-war- 
rior' that if you can't climb a tree then there’s no point 
in you being here and there's nothing you can do 
except make the tea' has been recognised as an actual 
and potential problem in our movement. The opencast 
action did to an extent suffer from the same division of 
labour- — if you weren't prepared enough tor knowl- 
edgeable enough) to trash machinery then you could 
end up feeling pretty superfluous. Was this just anoth- 
er example of the production of a hierarchical division 
between the Mi-on activists and the 'ground support’? 
What’s the point of a mass action if it s all over so 
quickly and there is nothing for the mass of people to 
do? 

1 got the impression that people were getting more 
bold as dawn broke, the sun rose and there were still no 
police or security. It felt like we were a bunch of kids 
who had been left completely un supervised at play- 
time. I think there is some similarity here with the 
Newbury Reunion Rampage of January 1997 when 
equipment was torched that had earlier been Nabbed. 1 
think this shows an escalating threshold of confidence 
in what people think they can get away with. It was a 
similar thing here — various bits of kit had some initial 
damage done to them, he. slashing or letting down the 
tires which was then ‘improved' on by people going 
round an hour or so later making sure the job w as done 
more thoroughly. These have been nick-named ‘quali- 
ty control teams' — people were going around asking 
“has that been done?’\ and then checking to make sure 
it had been done properly. 

Most damage w'as fairly invisible, not like the spec- 
tacular fires at the Reunion Rampage. Fire looks really 
cook but we had been informed in no uncertain terms 



smashing of windows. It felt very odd seeing such 
highly illegal nightwork being carried out in the light 
of day, as the early morning sun was rising and the mist 
still clung to the dump grass — bizarre and exhilarating. 

After everyone had explored a bit, chatted to friends 
new or old and most stuff had been disabled in at least 
some form, people began to congregate at a point 
where an access road to the mine workings cut between 
two very steep slopes or semi-cliffs. Perched on top of 
one of these was one of the mobile lighting rigs used 
to illuminate the mine workings at night. It was just too 
inviting. Pretty soon a group of 20 or 30 of us were try- 
ing our damnedest to push it over the edge. Although 
our efforts were fairly feeble (it s not as easy as you 
ill ink, pushing a lighting rig down a hill!) and the end 
result w as somethi ng less than the spectacular crash we 
had hoped for, this w as an example of collective action 
somewhat different to the sabbing of diggers etc. that 
had been going on earlier. That seemed to rely on a 
division between those with ihe specialised skills, tools 
and confidence to take it on. and those who lacked 
these things, whereas here anyone could get involved 
with the already existing mass of people attempting to 
heave the lighting thing off the cliff. It was the sort of 
damage that could only be carried out by a mass of 
people, Ii was much more inclusive. 

However despite this most people didn't join in but 
stood around as spectators to our efforts (some w ith 
cameras!) Maybe they couldn’t see us or didn’t realise 
we could do wiili some help. Even on an action it lakes 
time to break out of everyday passivity and become an 
active collectivity, e.g: at the Newbury protests in early 
1996 there were examples of whole groups of people 
standing around watching others being arrested and not 
diving in and attempting to de-arrest them. Even on an 
action, feelings of powerlessness can overwhelm you 
or you can fall into regarding the actions of others as a 
spectacle (even in t he case of the most radical 
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We need to make links, build numbers and have more 



things myself — quite often at Newbury l fell like a 
powerless spectator to a drama of security guards and 
tree- house dwellers carried out before a backdrop of 
crashing trees. Likewise I have on occasion felt myself 
as part of a powerful united mass with a common pur- 
pose — usually in opposition to a common enemy — 
almost always the police. 

Of course the main feeling on actions is just weird- 
ness, any action that is half-way successful is just not 
like ordinary life. You can tell a really bad demo 
because it is just like ordinary life — there is no ques- 
tion of rupture in the seamless banality of the everyday. 

Normally if you were merely physically obstructing 
the site, the strategy would be to stay as long us possi- 
ble, Here, staying on the site any longer than absolute- 
ly necessary would have been foolish— just asking to 
be carted off (like at the Whatley Quarry national 
action of December *95), We were faced with a dilem- 
ma- — stay and fuck things up more since we had the 
chance and risk getting caught, or scarper while the 
going was good? The general feeling seemed to be that 
we should all leave en masse *now that the job had 
been done'. We just walked past the two or three cops 
at the front gate. We had trashed an entire opencast site 
right under their noses and they were powerless to stop 
us. It felt good seeing the cops so powerless. We must 
have looked so smug — no wonder they arrested every- 
one later in the day at the office occupation. 

We had a big circle meeting just outside the gate to 
the site and decided to split up — -some people went u> 
leaflet the local town, some went to the offices of the 
opencast company and the rest of us went to the local 
cafe and were shocked to find we had just trashed an 
entire opencast mine to the tune of hundreds of thou- 
sands or possibly even millions of pounds and had fin- 
ished the job in time for breakfast. Quickest action I've 
ever been on. 

This action shows we can pul! off big actions with 
enough planning and organisation, Since Whatley in 
December *95, and excluding the semi -spontaneous 
pyromania Of the Reunion Rampage, there has been 
rather a record of failure with big national EF! actions, 
for example — the Sea Empress anniversary action at 
Milford Haven in February *97, the abortive action at 
Shoreham harbour in May *97, Superior planning and 
organisation plus the handy expedient ot not telling 
them beforehand where we were going allowed us on 
this occasion to totally outwit them. The police can't 
act spontaneously and are very bad at responding i t 
you catch them by surprise; it is here thai our advan- 
tage lies, and when we do successfully surprise them 
we can get away with an incredible amount. 
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big mass actions that are inclusive of people from out- 
side the activist community. Leaflet! ng the local area 
and talking to local people was a most valuable and 
decidedly unsexy job that needed to be done and 1 am 
ashamed to an extent that 1 did not join the leafleting- 
the- village posse. 

One big fried breakfast later and everyone seemed to 
have split up — lots of people had gone to the pub I 
think, but we couldn't find which one, so school -trip 
over, we lazed about in the sun waiting for the coach to 
take us home. We got talking to a bunch of local kids 
(quite possibly the kids of local ex -miners) who told us 
they regularly broke into the site and nicked and dam- 
aged things! A fitting end to our childlike playtime of 
unsupervised sabotage — there was mutual respect 
between rebellious kids of all ages. 

4fc A smashing good time!" 

Around 2(M) activists arrived by three different routes 
at the opencast mine at Tibshelf, Derbyshire at approx- 
imately 6,15am. The site was completely undefended 
and the activists were immediately confronted with 
diggers and six CAT dumpers lined up. At first people 
sat on the diggers, but it became increasingly obvious 
that there w as no-one to obstruct. Two security guards 
in a landy approached the diggers, sized up the number 
of activists and then buggered off again. 

What followed was systematic actions of revenge for 
earth-rape — the like of which 1 haven't seen for a 
while. The six super-dumpers, four or five standard 
CAT diggers, one super-duper digger (1 don't know the 
makes!) and at least four lighting rigs were trashed 
before the activists had even recced the entire site. Not 
content with only superficial damage quality control' 
teams were doing the rounds of the site putting the fin- 
ishing touches to any of the machinery! Near the north- 
ern entrance of the site more plant was attacked, and 
when finally confronted with a police presence (all 
six/seven of them) a digger had its hydraulics trashed 
in front of them by a mainly-masked up crowd! 

Probably the best lessons of the action were the sur- 
prise factor gained by the frankly paranoid ‘organisa- 
tion' of the action (e.g. meeting at one place, revelation 
of the target site at the last moment and in person) and 
the fact that at last the majority of people on site were 
masked-up or at least attempted some form of disguise. 
The action was euphoric and good-natured (with the 
possible exception of Mrs. Scargtll) with the workers 
waved at rather than intimidated. Damage estimates 
have been suggested at around £4m — all in all an 
incredible start to a week of Earth Nights! 
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“What were the aims of the action?' 1 

We have a strange history. Largely a series of victori- 
ous defeats which may have muddied the water when 
it comes to assessing levels of success and failure. The 
No Opencast action on Friday 31st October was very 
well organised and certainly no failure, but I find it dif- 
ficult to go along fully w ith the celebrations of its suc- 
cess. For me the action raised a number of difficult 
questions about our strategy and direction. And it left 
me w ith a gnaw ing feeling that when the £ signs light 
up on the criminal damage register our critical attitude 
goes to the wind. 

So* what were the aims of our action? To inflict the 
maximum financial damage on HJ Banks? To create an 
interface, an active living point of contact between the 
No Opencast campaign* the local population, other 
interested angered people and the workforce? To build 
the campaign, catalyse further actions and help it gain 
strength? To generate a feeling of empowerment and 
collectivity within the movement? 

This action mainly achieved the first and fourth 
Objectives. However* I would argue in this instance that 
on this particular day the first objective was the least 
important Let's lace it, in anything other than excep- 
tional circumstances a one day action will not bring a 
company to its knees. But because we privileged this 
course of action we could never get to grips with any 
w ider objectives. 

My main criticism is that while a small group of 
committed activists succeeded in bringing the site 
to a halt it was done in way that made involving 
others very difficult. Sure. I helped hand out 
leaflets in the local town. Tibshelf. but that 
was after the action had occurred. All that 
people could do then was join a small group 
standing round the entrance gates of a site that 
wasn't working* Of 
course, it's a good 
thing it wasn't 
working, but if it 
hadn’t been 

working 
because we 
were in 

occupation 
people 
could have 
come and 
been part 
an active 
crowd slop- 



ping the work. Presumably the campaign against open- 
cast mines will only grow if it can somehow engage 
people. Some may argue that mobilising support 
occurs before the event as part of the networking 
process, but surely the revolutionary potential of direct 
action can only be realised when people see it as some- 
thing that they can get involved with: when it creates 
circumstances which can catalyse further acts of sub- 
version. 

Was the action empowering? People certainly felt 
empowered, but still, questions remain. Individual 
feelings of empowerment may or may not be connect- 
ed to whether we arc being successful on a much wider 
level. A mass action is surely at it’s best when through 
our collective power we achieve things that would 
have been difficult or impossible for a smaller group to 
do. Sometimes of course it's just better to have shit 
loads of people. You only need one person to occupy a 
crane but with thirty it just feels so much better. In an 
ongoing campaign where the sites are well secured it 
may only be possible to damage machinery with a 
crowd for coven On the day of the opencast action* as 
far as I’m aware we didn't do much that five people 
with a spare night and some aluminium oxide couldn’t 
have done* 

In practical terms what I'm suggesting is that some 
of us should have occupied the machinery for the day 
white others went round the area trying to get people 
involved in the occupation. People may think that 
would have been a waste of time when we could 

effectively stop work 
through criminal dam- 
age without the 
effort of an 
occupation and 
if financial 
damage were our 
prime objective this 

would be 
true. If it 
was just 
one of a 
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number of objectives then some kind of occupation 
makes more sense. As it was, the action took place in a 
vacuum in which there was little opportunity for it to 
go beyond itself. Also, (and this is easy to suggest in 
retrospect) couldn’t we have occupied a much larger 
site, a site where the numbers we hud would have actu- 
ally counted? 

Given the absence of mainstream media interest, and 
the very real problems of dealing with a capitalist 
media, it seems even more crucial to look at how our 



activities actually communicate their message. For me 
tlic best media is the action ilsell and die build up to it. 
Knocking on doors, handing out leaflets, stalls, 11 y- 
posting etc. Actions bring these activities to life, but 
only actions where there is a real presence. Sometimes 
it feels as if we are becoming some Bakuninist revolu- 
tionary cadre who believe change will come through 
our actions alone. 

Although the damage on the day seemed opportunis- 
tic rather than planned it may still he worth re Heeling 
on how we situate this activity. C riminal damage is not 
necessarily a good or bad thing (although it’s difficult 
to see what could be bad about a profound dislike of 
private property), It’s a tactic, and the context in which 
it is used gives the act it's meaning and value. Like vio- 
lence or non-violence it can become ideological, Le,: 
be given a value outside it's tactical importance, a 
value in itself. One of the 'problems’ with criminal 
damage is that it feels so damn good. More ‘real’ per- 
haps than other methods. For an activist it can become 
a kind of identity forming ritual in the same way that 
happens with the martyrdom of non-violence or the 
revolutionary heroism of violence. This is not to sug- 
gest we should be striving for some neutral tactics 
which we then apply coldly to our strategy. Obviously 
methods create and incur meanings. It’s really just to 
say that we should he wary of privileging a method 
over it’s context. 

One last question — was it necessary for this action to 
be secret? If it had been open there would have been 
more opportunity to involve people from the surround- 
ing area, and — in all likelihood— have a bigger overall 
turnout. Given the nature of an opencast site it would 
be very difficult for the police to stop a determined 
crowd from carrying out an occupation. And on the 
other hand if somehow they managed to stop us, forc- 
ing a gigantic police mobilisation on behalf of open- 
easting might itself he a kind of success. Sometimes, a 
more open approach may help develop a larger and 
more political crowd and in consequence force up the 
political cost of countering our actions. 



“Re-open the deep mines? 

Over my dead body!” 

The action in October 1997 at Dole Hill Opencast site 
sparked off some thought on the collaboration between 
radical ecologists and the No Opencast campaign and 
this particular alignment raises interesting questions 
about the nature of forming alliances with other groups 
engaged in struggle. There seems to be two areas that 
are potentially problematic with this particular coali- 
tion. These arc; firstly the nature of a driving force 
behind the campaign: the National Union of 

Mineworkers (NUM), and then secondly the stated 
aims of the No Opencast campaign itself. 

Although the NUM is radical in appearance, in reali- 
ty just like all the other unions— a reformist and 
bureaucratic organisation. This can be seen, not just 
from a purely theoretical standpoint, but by its actual 
behaviour in times of heightened struggle. 1 

The 'traditional leftists' view of unions is as workers’ 
self defence organisations there to fight for the needs 
of the workers themselves. Yet, if we look though his- 
tory, we see there is far more to unions than this. 2 What 
then do they do if not the above? The answer is that 
they negotiate with the bosses— they negotiate the 
going rate for the exploitation of the workers and thus 
act as a 'manager' for the needs of capital. Unions play 
out a particular role in this society and this is summed 
up by Lord Balfour w hen he said; "Trade Union organ- 
isation was the only thing between us and anarchy/' 1 
The accusation has also been made that the NUM and 
the No Opencast campaign have latched onto the eco- 
logical direct action movement in order to advance 
their inherently reformist and unecological aims of re- 
opening the deep shaft mines. Is this true— are we 
being used as ‘cannon fodder’ for these aims — or are 
we using them to forward our aims of shutting down all 
opencast sites without re-opening the deep mines? 

Whilst 1 stand with the miners in supporting their 
struggle to defend their communities there are limits. 
This is especially true when the publicity put out by the 
campaign about actions 1 am on is something I funda- 
mentally disagree with, i.e: Re-open the deep shaft 
mines! 4 There arc potential problems with workers run 
industries — -evidenced by the fact that Tower Hill 
Colliery, a mine that was threatened with closure and 
then bought, and since run. by the workers themselves 
has recently entered into a partnership with Celtic 
Energy — notorious and haled opencast company, 5 

The similarity with the support given to the 
Liverpool Dockers has been noted by other people, yet 
I feel that there are two fundamental differences here. 
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were the dockers fighting the I have* rather sadly (and yes I admit it — as a bit of a 



Firstly: not only 
Merseyside Docks and Harbour Company (MHDC) 
who sacked them, but they were also battling against 
their union, the Transport and General Workers Union 
(TGWU) that had deserted and actively worked against 
them. This is partly why the link-up with the dockers 
was so important — we were working with the people 
themselves, not their representatives’ the union. Yel 
w ith the No Opencast campaign w^e are working along- 
side the NUM, a union of the same ilk that sold the 
dockers out so co ld hearted I yJ' 

Secondly: the docks, in my 
“ideal’ world, would be closed — 
they are an integral part of the 
insane system of mass produc- 
tion and consumption that I 
oppose. Despite this, whilst they 
are open, we should support and 
tight for the demands of the tra- 
ditional workforce of the dockers 
to work there: as opposed to 
casual labour with all ifs ves- 
tiges of organised resistance crushed. Yet, were the 
docks to close, I would not get involved in a tight to re- 
open them — which in essence is half of what the No 
Opencast campaign is asking to happen with the deep 
mines! What are we, as radical ecologists, doing get- 
ting involved in a struggle to re-open major industries? 
For instance, when nuclear power is finally wound up, 
and car factories closed down, are we going to get 
involved in campaigns to re-open them as well? 

Having said all of the above, contradictions are not 
something we should be afraid of and aim to avoid by 
adopting some puritanical ‘green’ line — -even if that it 
were actually possible. People change their views and 
aims; particularly through being involved with direct 
action* and also when arguments are presented to them 
in a coherent way. It is, although we seem not to know 
it, possible to be in a working alliance with people that 
we share some common ground with and still criticise 
them on particular aspects of their views. Maybe it is 
as a result of our relative political naivete that this docs 
not seem to have happened wdtli this campaign. What 
we do need to decide is on what grounds we form 
coalitions on, with whom and why. To do this we need 
to talk, both amongst ourselves and also to others — this 
is how wv will learn and advance our actions. 



cop-out) no final conclusion to this writing and the 
questions, if any, it raises about Earth First! and the No 
Opencast campaign. If truth be told I have attempted to 
provoke some thought on thorny issues by trying to 
raise them in the above article — which should in no 
way be taken as total rejection and criticism of any of 
the individuals or groups involved in past and present 
struggles against the further encroachment of the capi- 
tal and the state. I respect, and acknowledge that we 

have much to learn from, the min- 
ers and similar struggles. What I 
am suggesting is that we do not 
lose our critical faculties when it 
comes to these issues. We must, if 
we are to change the world to one 
we want — an ecological one 
devoid o I exploitation, oppression 
and hierarchy— get involved with 
other people resisting particular 
aspects of this system. This will 
involve working with people that 
we do not necessarily totally agree w ith on every ideal; 
and even if we do— as some great wit once said: Tf 
you feel comfortable in your coalition— then it s not 
broad enough/ 



Notes 

1, lor examples of this during the 1984/5 miners strike see 
page 4 in "Outside and Against the Unions"— a pamphlet 
published by Wildcat. Send a donation to: BM CAT, 
London, WC1N 3XX. UK. See also ‘Occupational 
Therapy— The Incomplete Story of the University College 
Hospital Strikes and Occupations of 1992/3/4’ published 
by News from Everywhere, Box 14, 138 Kingslund High 
Street, London* E8 2NS, UK, 

2, Sec. for example. ‘Who killed Ned Ludd?' in ‘Elements 
of Refusal" b\ John Zerzaii (Left Bank: USA 1988} — an 
account of how the unions were partly responsible for the 
repression and dispersal of the revolutionary fervour of the 
Luddite movement in 19th century Britain. 

3. Lord Balfour quoted in ‘Unfinished Business — the poli- 
tics of Class War’- — page 28, 

4. Part of the text from No Opencast campaign slicker dis- 
tributed at the action on Friday 3 1 si October 1997, 

5, See ‘The Guardian’- — Friday 27th February' 1998. 

6. Not to mention, amongst others, the Hillingdon Hospital 
Workers recently expelled from their union Unison. 
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There is a forthcoming No Opencast action later this year— for more details of this and the ongo- 
ing resistance to opencast mining contact: No Opencast Campaign, c/o 190 Shepherds Bush Road, 
London, W6 7NL, UK. Telephone: 0181 767 3142 or 0181 672 9698. For current anti-mining/quarry- 
ing camp details see Tarry on Camping’ on page 54 in this issue of DoD. 
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Animal Antics 






Pissed off Primates and Road-Wreckin’ Rabbits 



J 



Indonesians have lung regarded the orang-utan as 
exceptionally intelligent- they are thought to be so 
shrewd that ; "'the Javanese maintain that these animals 
can speak but refuse to do so for fear of being made to 
work.” 

- "On the Track of Unknown Animals ' . Bernard 
Heuvelmans, 1958, pJ 10, 

"‘September 21st 1993 - A Chinese oil tanker was 
attacked by a swarm of dragonflies in the Yellow Sea, 
A frightened crewman jumped overboard. Lookouts 
had sighted an "‘obstruction ' five miles long by two 
miles wide skimming quickly towards the tanker, " 

- Fort can Times* no.72. 

"Several years ago, in the depths of the suburban 
wastelands of Columbus, Ohio, ring-billed gulls bom- 
barded a new golf course and its patrons with golf 
balls. The shocked golfers were forced to withdraw 
from their favourite water- and land- wasting activity 
lor several weeks, and consider the fact that for many 
years these lands were nesting grounds for the birds/’ 

- Fifth Estate, FaU/Winter 1993. 

"Oxbow, New r York - The residents of Sylvia Lake 
blew up a beaver dam this summer, hut dynamite 
proved no match tor America’s most industrious 
mdent. Within lour days the beavers had rebuilt their 
dam, stopping up a crucial outlet and raising Sylvia 
Lake to problem levels once again. On the 4th of July 
people barbecued on docks under six inches of water. 
Gale Ferguson,, ja local resident] had never seen the 
water so high in nearly five decades on the lake... 
"Beavers have no social life/' Mr, Ferguson sighed, 
"They had 24 hours a day to do this. They're near 



"Warrens dug by burrowing bunnies are threatening to 
undermine railway lines throughout the country. 
Rail track says. Embankments and cuttings riddled with 
rabbit holes are at risk of collapsing in heavy rain... 
And it is not a problem that is limited to the railways. 
Supporters of Animal Swampy and the other ‘human 
moles’ who protest against roads by digging tunnels 
underneath them may be happy to learn that they have 
been joined by some fellow subterranean subversives. 
According to the Scottish Office, rabbits are now busy 
undermining the embankments of the A9, the main 
road from Edinburgh to Inverness/' 

- New Scientist . 8/3/97. 

“Electricity and phone services were knocked out for 
up to five million people from Canada to Mexico after 
power lines failed,., on the 2nd of July,., Hospitals 
from Seattle to San Diego faced crises and there was 
mayhem on the roads in 15 states. In San Francisco, the 
subway system w r as badly affected. Air conditioning 
was shut off as temperatures soared above 100 degrees 
Fahrenheit in some areas, A number of power stations 
were knocked oil line — including four 500 megawatt 
coal-fired power plants [in Wyoming, Idaho and 
Colorado] . . . Because the entire western third of the US 
is essentially linked by one big power grid, the failure 
had a powerful ripple effect. It was the biggest black- 
oui since the one in New r York in 1977, w hich left eight 
million people without power for 36 hours. 

On 20th July, investigators announced that the black- 
out began with a transmission line short-circuiting 
when electricity jumped to a tree that had grown too 
close in a remote area about 100 miles east of the 
Kinpon substation in south-eastern Idaho, The initial 
outage combined with record power demands,., led to 
a gigantic ripple effect. The tree was executed/' 



impossible to keep up with/ 
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[Exactly the same thing happened again on the 10th 
August, cutting power to four million homes and busi- 
nesses in nine states, and to parts of Canada and 
Mexico. | 

- AP 3rd + 22nd July; NT Times, 3rd July; The 
Guardian, 4th July 1996; AP, 17th August 1996. 

"An army of computer-eating ants from the genus 
Monomorium, immune to many pesticides, are munch- 
ing their way north from Brazil and could cripple tech- 
nology across the US. Lured by the warmth of the ter- 
minals, which resemble anthills [Shurely Shome 
Mishtake? - Ed.], they feast on the sweet protective gel 
that coats circuit hoards, exposing them to short cir- 
cuits and corrosion. The ants also sabotage telephone 
circuitry, televisions and other products containing 
computer circuit boards.,. Cousins of the computer- 
eaters were found to have eaten through the wiring of 
the world's largest superconductor while under con- 
struction in Texas and short-circuiting the system in the 
now -abandoned project/' 

- The Express, 20/5/97. 

'‘A flock of hawks closed a runway at Cairo airport for 
45 minutes on 1st June, after a small plane killed one 
of their number during takeoff. They dispersed only 
after the body of the dead hawk was removed/' 

- Reuters, 2/6/97. 

"At the beginning of the year, motorists on one of 
South Africa's busiest highways were harassed by a 
troop of baboons who ambushed them with showers of 
rocks. There had been three attacks on the highway 
between Cape Town and Johannesburg where it passes 
through the spectacular Du Foil's Kloop Pass. No 
injuries or crashes had been reported, hut stone- throw- 
ing police engaged the animals in a battle on 7th 
January in a bid to drive them away." 

- Reuters 9/1/97, in Fortean Times no. 102, September 



roaming the southern desert. When the remaining mon- 
keys spotted his car on the return journey, they jumped 
on it and smashed the windows with their lists." 

"About 60 monkeys attacked joggers and visitors 
wearing yellow in the Penang Botanical Gardens the 
day after a youth wearing a yellow shirt had stoned a 
young monkey to death and taunted others. There are 
about 350 monkeys in the gardens, about 180 miles 
northwest of Kuala Lumpur." 

- Ashbury Park Press 28/3/88 and Lincoln Journal 
1 1/5/88, both quoted in Fortean Times no.52. Summer 
1989. 

“The launch of the space shuttle * Discovery f was 
delayed from 8 June to 13 July when NASA discov- 
ered that two woodpeckers had made 135 holes, up to 
4 inches in diameter, in the fuel tank's insulating foam. 
Technicians had to move the shuttle from the launch 
pad so that they could patch up all the holes, at a cost 
of nearly $100,000. The Kennedy Space Center is in a 
wildlife refuge. When the delayed countdown com- 
menced, ground controllers serenaded the astronauts 
with Woody Woodpecker's trademark snicker. " 

- AP, 3rd June and I Ith July 1995, 

“Thousands of motorists across Switzerland, Austria 
and West Germany are now waking up to find their 
vehicles martenised' — with the ignition cables and 
coolant hoses gnawed so hadly [by stone martens] that 
the car won’t start. In the first nine months of 1988, 
more than 3,000 Swiss drivers filed a quarter of a mil- 
lion pounds worth of insurance claims relating to such 
damage. In April of the same year, in West Germany, a 
lone stone marten went on the rampage in a Munich car 
park and damaged 100 cars in a single night. And 
according to Audi, 10,000 of its customers are vic- 
timised annually." 

- BBC Wildlife . May 1989. ] 



1 997. 



All items VERY gratefully received— I'll be your 
Slave for a Day — and by the way. always 




“The Saudi Okaz newspaper reported.., that a man dri- remember: “All Power to the Tamworths!" 
ving to work in the Khamis Mesheit region ran over 
one of a troop of monkeys 



34 



Do or Die- Voices from Earth First! No. 7 






Personality Politics 

The Spectacularisation of Fairmile 



“ Revolt is contained by overexposure. We are given it to contemplate so 

that we forget to participate. ” — Raoul Vaneigem. 



During and after the eviction of the anti- A 30 road 
camps at Fairmile in early 1997 there was an explosion 
of media interest that seemed to come out of nowhere 
and caught us all by surprise. At that time a lot of the 
A 30 campaign were living together in the office and 
there appeared to be 
consensus on what 
interviews to do and 
what to say in them. 

The overall attitude 
to the media onslaught 
was positive but cau- 
tious. We would never 
have gone looking for 
media interest on that 
scale and felt that pub- 
licity was one of the 
less important aspects 
of a campaign. We 
were wary of expo- 
sure that would trivi- 
alise the issues, con- 
centrate on lifestyle 
issues or show us in a 
had light. But we were 
also aware of the 
opportunity to get the 
issue of DBFO road 
financing, which had 
so far had very little 
publicity, into the 
news. We treated it all 
as just another thing to 
deal with and we were 
as thoughtful and tactical as you could hope* 

Some very good things came out of it. We did get 
some media dialogue going on DBFOs and I've met 
some really sound people at Manchester who got 
involved because of seeing Fairmile on T.V. I find it 
hard to get an overview on this myself* but friends tell 
me that in general media reporting of road protests has 
been more positive since Fairmile* The media circus 
brought eviction sites that little bit further into the 



mainstream. Although we were almost entirely unsuc- 
cessful in promoting general ideas about direct action 
as a tactic and a philosophy* the Fairmile media con- 
tributed to the mainstream trend that setting up a site is 
increasingly seen as a natural continuation of a public 

enquiry based cam- 
paign. 

Road protesting is no 
longer just a news item: 
no soap opera is com- 
plete without one! This 
normalisation is partly 
a reflection of the 
movements growth, 
and partly a result of all 
those lifestyle articles 
that negate the environ- 
mental issues to con- 
centrate on how you go 
to the toilet up a tree 
and what protesters eat 
for breakfast. The 
media's concentrat i on 
on personalities after 
Fairmile has taken this 
process even further. 
Protesters are now seen 
as a rather cute and 
harmless subsection of 
society* Discussion pro- 
grammes that w r ant to 
look hip are trying to 
get the "protester* view- 
point on issues not 
directly related to transport policy or the environment. 
These discussion programmes display a bizarre duality 
of thought. There are (only) two sides to every story 
with the truth lying somewhere roughly in between 
them. They have a role to play in defining truth by set- 
ting out the boundaries of legitimate opinion. By appear- 
ing on these programmes the opinion you put forward is 
legitimised* This obviously holds some potential for 
subverting the dominant paradigm. 



THE MEDIA 



Always ready with new & 
better ways of not seeing 
what's in front of you. 
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I was really unhappy with the way that journalists sion that my whole outlook was sc > radically different 
frequently said that the point of the campaign had been from that of the mainstream media that it was a straight 
to attract publicity to the issues. It not only presented a choice between being hated for what I am or loved 



for 



false view of direct action but was disempowering to 
the readers as it reinforced the view that they cannot 
change anything directly. In it's way it was a factor in 
causing the Swampy phenomenon to continue into the 
Manchester based No Second Runway Campaign, 
when some activists adopted this view themselves. 



what I’m not. The latter is not necessarily better since 
the media's agenda doesn't really represent what the 
public think but merely what corporate interests would 
like them to think. And besides, misrepresentation on a 
large scale has its own dangers. 

When a journalist asked the tunnnelers where they 






Raising ihe issues is important but it shouldn't be the were going next, some said “Manchester", The anti- 
only point of a campaign, otherwise it’s not direct runway campaign at Manchester (see Do or Die 
action, it's indirect action. What we had after Fairmile No.6 - page 82 J was then plugged as the 'Next Big 
was a situation where the media 






were reinventing direct action as 
indirect action, 

I should take some personal 
responsibility for that. When a 
journalist asked me how I felt that 
we had 'lost again', I replied that 
we had won in our own terms 
because we had cost so much 
money and because we had 
'raised the issues’. It didn't lake a 
lot to twist that into *we only did 
it to get in the papers’. This is 
exactly what the media did. partly 
because it was what the\ already 




Thing'. 1 think that if it hadn't 
been hyped, then it would have 
been a much smaller campaign. 
That in itself was not a had 
thing; Manchester was a good 
campaign and worth fighting. 1 
don't think it's too much of a 
problem at the moment but we 
do need to be making sure that 
the media are not telling us what 
to do. 

The attitude towards the press 
was different at Manchester. A lot 
of people had seen the Fairmile 
publicity and aspired to some- 












helieved. I am coming to the conclusion that admitting thing on the same scale. Some even saw media atten- 
to journalists that we need them, in anyway, is always lion as one of the most important aims of the cam* 
a mistake. It would however have been impossible to paign. The media misrepresentation was that living on 
avoid spreading some kind of damaging myth, whatev- site was just a way of grabbing the attention of deci- 
er we had said, when dealing with a media circus that sion makers by getting in the papers. It became a self 
big and that intense. Journalists sometimes ask really fulfilling prophecy as people who goi involved as a 
difficult questions and are always trying to make you result of the coverage were those who found the mis- 
say something that will support whatever angle they representation attractive and they brought that attitude 
have decided to take. The fact that you cannot be sure with them onto site. The character of the Manchester 
of what that angle is makes it impossible to know what campaign, at times, seemed to mirror the character of 
is the best thing to say, f give my own mistake here as the Fairmile coverage. Being in the papers inspires 
an example of the difficulty of using the mainstream people to come on site and that's great. But those who 
press. It is also an illustration of vvhy media attention see the media as a recruitment tool should acknowl- 
on a Fairmile scale, even with its positive aspects, edge that while coverage will encourage the move- 
should never be aspired to or relied upon. ment to grow it will also influence the direction it 

At the time wc had little concept that 'positive' pub’ grows in, 
licity could be a problem. Looking back on the ex peri- The office spent almost a hundred percent of their 
ence, l think that w r e need to be at least as warv of 'pos- energy on trying to get in the papers, sometimes at the 
dive' publicity that misrepresents individuals and/or expense of getting safety and communications in the 
the campaign as we are of publicity that is negative. I tunnels sorted out and setting up a good prisoner sup- 
feel a lot more comfortable being denounced accurate- port, A lot of pressure was put on Swampy, to do 
ly as a dirty, dolescrounging. anarchist than being laud- media stuff. It was seen by some as for the good of the 
ed as someone trying to get publicity for their single campaign. Publicity stunts were even organised. That 
issue concern in the hope that the government will do climate was undoubtedly a factor in the Swampy phe- 
something to stop it. In the end 1 came to the cone lu- nomenon. 
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Something that could have been done better at both pie who control the mass media have broadly the same 



outlook and some of the same interests as the people 



Manchester and the A 30 was looking not just at the 
merits of an individual interview, but also at its place 
in the media trend as a whole, In the same way that the 
word ‘Pepsi cuke' on its own reinforces all of Pepsi's 
advertising, just the appearance of a particular protest- 
er, no matter what that person says, can act to rein- 
force previously written ideas about that person or the 
road protest movement in general And in my opinion 
this is what happened with Swampy, 

The media picked on one person and made him the 
focus not only of an entire campaign, but of an entire 
movement This gave the readership an image of 
action being taken by a ‘hero', a famous person, not a 
diverse group of ordinarily extraordinary people like 
themselves. This, coupled with the 'It's all just to raise 
awareness ’ line, reinforced peoples' disempowernient, 
I think that the biggest problem facing us in the 
aftermath of the spectacu lari sat ion of Fairmile is the 
kind of over-enthusiasm that a lot of us have towards 
the media. Many people consider that to change the 
world we must change peoples' minds and that this is 
best done through the media. But what are we chang- 
ing their minds for? It doesn't matter what people 
believe if they are too alienated and disempowered to 
act on it, and the mass media is above all a tool of dis- 
empowerment and alienation.The dangers of becom- 
ing too dependant on the media are obvious. The peo 



who ow n opencast sites and build roads- To get good 
coverage we risk pandering to their outlook in the mis- 
taken belief that it represents the thoughts of the gen- 
era) public. (People, in general, tend to be more radi- 
cal than the mainstream media would lead you to 
believe.) Especially frightening, and again this isn't a 
problem yet. is the risk that we will start only doing 
actions that will look good in the papers. Once we go 
down that path then we might as well just phone up 
heads of multinationals and say ‘What would you like 
us to do today?' 

I think that the media circus surrounding Fairmile 
presented some opportunities to do a lot of good. We 
did our best with it and tried to take those opportuni- 
ties as they came up. But it was by no means an entire- 
ly good thing. It shouldn't be seen as desirable and we 
shouldn't be trying to make it happen again. 

Mainstream publicity is a bit like being arrested. It is 
a fact of life and it is sometimes necessary, but it isn't 
the point and you don't try and make it happen for its 
own sake. Whatever your views on the media, make 
sure you've thought them through. Always try and 
have an overview on what you're doing. And remem- 
ber — a press release is a potent tool, use it with care 
and intelligence or don't use it at all. 
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2: Houses of West Papua's Korn bn i and 
Korowai peoples are built as high as 150 
feet for a reason — 'do see the birds and the 
mountains and to keep sorcerers from climb- 
ing my stairs' says Korowai tribesman 
Landi Gifanop. Though safe deep in the 
forest at the moment they are threat- 
ened, Timber, mineral and oil companies 
are invading the forest — but not without 
resistance* For two decades West Papuan 
tribes have waged armed struggle 
against the Indonesian military's inva- 
sion of their country and the companies 
that followed it. 



1 : "One of the nice things about having a 
thatched roof on my treehouse is the life content . 
All the time lizards run around in it , & various 
insects , spiders etc . A couple of possums nest in 
it, (once there was a big commotion when a 7 foot 
snake raided one of the nests— it rained baby 
possums in my bedroom t the snake ate 2 baby 
possums then left). Spot-breasted wrens roost in 
the eaves , they sing duets, one starts the song 
and another comes in and finishes it up So 
writes Hugh Brown who along with a 
friend built their five-level tree house on a 
Caribbean beach in Honduras to escape 
being sen! to Vietnam. They used hard 
wood for flooring, thatch for roofs and, (a 
tip for camps here) barbed wire for a tensile 
framework for some of the floors and roofs. 

Left: Robinson was a popular Paris rende- 
vous. Visitors around 1900 enjoyed an 
evening dance then retired to the tree- tops 
where their meal was hoisted up to them. 

Tree House 

A tree house. 

A free house. 

A secret you and me house. 

A high up in the leafy branches. 

A happy as can be house. 

A street house. 

A neat house. 

A be sure to wipe your feet house, 
is not the kind of house for me. 

Let's go and live in a treehouse. 

"If you hate 'progress' so much why don't you go back to 
living in trees, motherfuckers ! " - t/S Offroader. 

On direct action camps we create spaces and communi- 
ties that are windows to the future world we wish to cre- 
ate. One of the most beautiful experiences of camp life is 
treehouse living. Up in the canopy, surrounded by an 
amazing abundance of life we begin to feel a part of the 
ecosystem we inhabit — not merely its defender. We 
wake up every morning, stretch ourselves towards the 
sky and gaze across the woodland canopy It 's as if we're 
standing on lush green clouds. We are rocked to sleep 
every night by the swaying of the branches in the breeze. 
Activists in Britain first used tree dwellings as a defen- 
sive strategy at Jesmond Dene, in Newcastle in 1993, 
Since then tree houses have got more sophisticated, more 
difficult to evict and a lot more cosy 
Just as our struggles mirror those of our ancestors and of 
peoples all over the globe; so too do the shelters we build 
mirror others past and present. On every continent on 
earth cultures exist that live high in the trees. In N. India 
many animist ('all that exists lives') tribes make their 
homes in the branches (4) while even ground dwellers 
often add leafy penthouses to their abodes (3). in W. 
Papua (2) and neighbouring Papua New Guinea (7) 
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tribes live, (as the illustrator put it), 'in houses iike the nests of giant birds' , In 
Equatorial Africa and the Americas fragments of previous societies live on. Tree 
living cultures used to cover much of what is now known as Poland but few liv- 
ing examples still exist . In Europe — the fortress of domest ica t i on — apa rt from 
the dwellings /barricades of activists in Germany, Britain & Ireland treeliving 
cultures have been made extinct. Yet they live on whether in the memory of for- 
est rebels like Robin Hood or in the wisdom of childhood. For years children 
imagine alternate worlds far more interesting than the ones they usually submit 
to when they leave their treehouses to join the commuter queues* It is no mistake 
that so many books have their tree dwelling utopias, (eg. Tolkien, S.Donaldson). 
Even Star Wars sets the tree village living low-tech ewoks against the Techno- 
Reich of the Empire* In a reminder of previous times Eastern European children 
often live in their treehouses throughout the summer (5)* Probably the oldest 
treehouse in the world (6) was built in 1692 for the children of Pitchford Hall, 
Shropshire. Tree dwelling is a proven ecological way of life — an amazing one at 
that. When revolution has ripened fully we'll see forests filled with treehouses* 
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Farmageddon! 



L. 



Confronting Industrial Agriculture 






Our movement has had some great successes in 
the last seven years. Campaigns against infra- 
structure growth like Manchester and Newbury 
have highlighted ecological destruction, involved 
thousands, inspired thousands more, and actual- 
ly stopped hundreds of projects. However we are 
in danger of giving the illusion that ecological 
destruction happens primarily in the realm of 
'mega-developments’. In fact the way we grow 
our food is the main cause of devastation in this 
country. 

Many who have been involved in campaigns 
against infrastructural growth have increasingly 
put energy into fighting industrial agriculture- 
from the destruction of genetic crop test sites to 
the successful direct action camps at Offham. A 
'Farmageddon’ campaign was set up as a result 
of meetings at last summer’s Earth First! 
Gathering and large actions are in the offing. This 
article then is an attempt to give a background 
for those who want to get involved along with 
some suggestions on future strategy. 




■tsJ F ■RnWHrl 

Britain Post 1945: 
Agriculture’s War on the Wild 



Agriculture has always been ecologically destructive, 
but the rate of destruction In Britain has increased 
amazingly since the industrialisation that swept British 
agriculture after World War Two. 

'In / 940 w the German Luftwaffe made an aerial sur- 
vey of much of Britain, especially the east and the 
south. * These magnificent photographs \ wrote Oliver 
Rack ham in / 9R6. record every tree , hedge t hush , 
pingo and pond in several counties' , They show that 
'except for town expansion, almost every hedge, wood t 
heath, fen etc. on the Ordnance Survey map of IS 70 is 
still there on the air photographs of 1940. The seventy 
eventful vears between, and even World War Two itself 
were less destructive than any five years since \ The 
commonest cause of this post war orgy of vandalism. 
Rackham concludes, ‘has been destruction by modern 
agriculture ... r| 

Hedges, ponds, woods and wetlands were cleared 
aside to make w ay for new machines and methods. 
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food supply. For example, an English study found a 



There were four main aspects of post war agricultural 
industrialisation that affected the rural ecology 

1- The area of land under the plough was expanded at 
the expense of woods, marshes, downland, hedges 
and heaths. 

2- Farms were enlarged and standardised which result- 
ed in lire destruction of many woods, hedges, 
copses, banks, ponds and streams, 

3- New ways of exploiting animals were introduced. 
Many cattle already confined within the fences and 
daily routine of the farm, were removed entirely 
from any semblance of their natural habitat. No 
longer permitted to munch their way through 
diverse flowery meadows, many have been impris- 
oned indoors (along with many pigs and chicken). 
Former pastures have been turned over to crops like 
barley, most of which is then manufactured into con- 
centrated animal feed. Monoculture replaces diver- 
sity, Where animals are left outdoors, farmers have 
Improved* old pasture by intensive chemical isation. 
Nitrogen fertilisers rain down accompanied by her- 
bicide and grass seed. The old mixtures of wild 
grasses and plants are replaced with specially bred 
strains — perennial ryegrasses with evocative names 
like S24 & S3 2, 

4- There has been a massive increase in the use of 
artificial fertiliser and pesticide on land already 
under crops. This has almost entirely destroyed the 
wildlife of the cornfields — the poppies, cornflowers, 
hares and partridges-as well as disrupting (and often 
sterilising) the balance of nature in nearby streams, 
dykes and rivers. - 

These four changes in agriculture since WW2 have 
been responsible for the following mind blowing list of 
ecological destruction. 

Ninety seven percent of British meadows — along 
with their rich and varied flora and fauna — have been 
destroyed in the last forty years. 3 The expansion of 
cereal growing during the six years up to 1984 alone 
was accompanied by the removal of 17,500 miles of 
hedgerows and the clearance of 93 square miles of 
deciduous woodland, 4 

Since 1945 Britain has lost around 30% of its rough 
grazing land. 65% of song thrushes, 50% of lowland 
woodlands. 50% of its heaths and fens and 140,000 
miles of hedgerow, 5 80% of British chalk downland 
has been destroyed since World War Two, 6 
Birds and mammals that feed on soil invertebrates 
(particularly earthworms) have been hard hit: the ster- 
ilisation of the soil that results from the use of chemi- 
cal fertilisers and pesticides has robbed them of their 
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close correlation between badger populations and the 
abundance of earthworms. 7 

What has happened in Suffolk is pretty representa- 
tive. In the 50 years between 1933 and 1983 Suffolk 
saw 38% of her ancient woodlands clear cut and turned 
over to farmland or cut down and restocked with 
conifers. Largely as a result 29 species of flowering 
plant have become extinct in Suffolk between 1950 
and 1982, while 189 species have gone from being 
common to rare. The national populations of most UK 
Flora have dropped, 12 native flowering plants and 
ferns died out completely between 1930 and 1984. 
Agricultural intensification was responsible for two 
thirds of these extinctions.* 

Industrial Agriculture's war on the wild is being 
waged just as hard in the rest of Western Europe. A 
multi-year Danish study that tracked bird populations 
found that 24 species of birds, all important farmland 
species, were more abundant on organic farms than on 
land farmed industrially, i I of these 24 species had 
declined since 1976. 9 

According to the European Commission, twenty five 
million hectares of farmland in Europe are threatened 
by soil erosion — an area eight times the size of the 
Netherlands. 10 One study in Germany showed that five 
hundred and thirteen plant species are endangered or 
extinct as a result of agriculture, making it the leading 
contributor to the decline in biodiversity in the coun- 
try. 11 

In this war between the remnants of wild Britain and 
the marching forces of monoculture nature does not lie 
dormant and passive. For on the land that it controls, 
agriculture is in a rearguard battle to stop the wild's 
constant attempt to reassert itself. 

The American radical ecologist William Kotke wrote 
in "The Final Empire':- 

"‘When the climax ecosystem is cleared for agricul- 
ture, the earth seeks by all means nr its disposal to heal 
the wound. It sends in the first aid crew to revegetate 
the urea and cover the poor oxidising and eroding, 
hare soil. 

“If life finds some unnatural abundance of exotic 
plants there, like soybeans or designer flowers* it calls 
in all the species of fungus, micro-organism and insects 
that can eat up that sickly or unnatural life and recon- 
vert it back into the life stream. 

“What this means is. that it takes energy to fight life 
which is making an effort to rebalance itself To do this 
requires fertilisers, poisons, petroleum, steel mills , 
agricultural universities, polluted waters „ dead seas 
and so on and on... " ] - 
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Four fifths of the pacific island of Nauru has been devastated 
by phosphate mining to produce industrial fertilisers* 



Industrial Agriculture 
and the (>lobnl Industrial System 

The problems caused by the industrial 
farm do not end at the farm gate. In 
industrial agriculture every farmer relies 
on energy and chemical weaponry from 
all over the globe* One industrial farm 
needs a whole global industrial system to 
back it up* 

The effects of a farmer spraying his 
fields on a brisk spring day not only have 
ramfications for the local rivers* for the 
wild leafy shoots sprouting from the bare 
soil* H also affects places, peoples and 
ecology thousands of miles away* 

The diesel that gives the tractor power 
to spray the land will usually either orig- 
inate from the North Sea or from the 
Third World, If from the North Sea its 
extraction from its natural resting place 
under the seabed will have left whole 
marine ecosystems sterile* Oil spills are even more 
likely if it originated in the Third World. In the petro- 
leum fuelled dictatorships blood is spilt as routinely as 
the oil. Whether it's the BP supported Colombian death 
gangs or the ‘Shell Police* in Ogoniland — oil means 
death. However, for industrial agriculture, oil is its 
lifeblood. 

The industrial way of providing food is so dependent 
on oil that, by the time the food arrives on our plates, 
for every calorie of energy in that food, approximately 
ten calories of fossil fuel energy have been expended to 
produce it. 13 

After destroying communities and polluting land and 
sea in its extraction. After providing the power to 
intensify agriculture and destroy land in its use; agri- 
culturally used oil contributes to the largest change in 
the biosphere man has vet managed — global climate 
change. Largely as a result of this oil addiction agri- 
culture is responsible for approximately one quarter of 
human created carbon dioxide emissions* (as well as. 
by the way, nearly 60% of methane emissions — a sec- 
ondary greenhouse gas). 34 

Enough about the fuel that drives the tractor, w^hai 
about what the tractor is spraying? On this particular 
hypothetical morning of ours it happens to he the fer- 
tiliser holy trinity. Nitrogen. Potassium & Phosphorous 
or NKP as it is usually known. Nitrogen fertilisers are 
responsible for 80% of nitrous oxide emissions — 
another greenhouse gas. ,? Nitrous oxide is also one of 
the main agents behind acid rain— so* used to enhance 
artificial growth at one end, it wipes out natural vege- 



tation at the other. Phosphate is found in relatively few 
places in the world* One such place is the Western 
Sahara which contains the third biggest reserves of 
phosphates on the Earth. For its extraction the largest 
conveyor belt system in the world has been built, and 
one of the longest colonial wars has been w p aged. 16 

Spain colonised Western Sahara in 1884 but it wasn't 
until it discovered the rich phosphate deposits that it 
really became interested, quickly building the infra- 
structure to export. The population, which had previ- 
ously lived in nomadic tribes, first began to mobilise in 
the 1960's. In 1970 a national uprising was effectively 
quashed by the Spanish Foreign Legion, Five years 
later Spain handed over Western Sahara to Morocco & 
Mauritania. The three year old Sahawari organisation 
The Polisario Front* pitted itself through armed strug- 
gle against the joint invasion. Most Sahawaris w r ere 
forced to flee to refugee camps in Algeria, where most 
still live 22 years later. After many battles Mauritania 
withdrew totally from Western Sahara in 1978 and 
since then the struggle has been fought against 
Morocco. Morocco is the world’s largest exporter of 
phosphates. Despite being desperately outgunned 
Polisario have managed to maintain a large tract of 
Western Sahara as liberated territory and have forced 
Morocco to the negotiation table. 

Though the tractor spraying NKP in Norfolk may 
seem 1000 miles away from Saharan struggles fit's 
actually 1,700 miles away), they are intimately con- 
nected. If one had the time and space one could find 
almost limitless connections between our hypothetical 
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modem agriculture and we get farms of 500 acres 



Norfolk farm and destruction and enslavement world- 
wide. However the above examples outline the obvi- 
ous. For industrial agriculture to produce food in the 
North, industry must destroy ecologies and communi- 
ties throughout the South. I he post war industrial 
boom in production is fertilised on the blood of the 
third world. 

And boom it has been. The food industry has more 
companies in the world’s top 1,000 corporations than 
any other sector. As Industry Week pointed out "feed- 
ing the world is . . . quite profitable Trade in foodstuffs 
is dominated by the US company Cargill, the largest 
private company in the world: it not only trades but 
also transports and warehouses agricultural and other 
hulk commodities — grains, oilseeds, fruits, fruit juices, 
tropical commodities and fibres, meats, eggs, salt, 
petroleum, feeds, seeds and fertilisers — which it sup- 
plies to restaurants, food service institutions, grocery 
retailers, wholesalers and food manufacturers, 17 

While the South is exporting ‘resources’ to the North, 
the North is exporting its brand of agriculture — indus- 
trial monoculture. The industrialisation process that 
swept most of the North after World War Two, wreck- 
ing ecology and destroying the small fanner was 
named ‘progress’. In the South the moulding of most 
of the world’s agricultural systems into a resource base 
for corporate interests was dressed up as ‘develop- 
ment’ and *aid\ 

Post war agricultural development involved ‘high 
yielding’ hybrid seeds and petro-chemical inputs. The 
introduction and spread of this input- and capital-inten- 
sive form of agriculture into the Third World, is com- 
monly referred to as, ( sicken ingly), the ‘Green 
Revolution'. The new ‘High Yielding Varieties’ 

( HYV’s* require the use of chemical fertilisers and pes- 
ticides and large amounts of irrigation water. Without 
these inputs, the traditional varieties outperform the 
HYVs, and (thanks to their uniformity ) HYVs become 
highly susceptible to pests. ,s 

The ‘Green Revolution' pushes out small and subsis- 
tence farmers and ties those remaining large farm units 
into constant reliance on corporate products. This 
process continues to intensify. India is one of the oft 
cited successes of the 'green revolution" and is still at 
the forefront of conflicts between corporate and peas- 
ant power. Edward Goldsmith, publisher of The 
Ecologist and co-founder of the Green Party* puts it 
like this: 

'Small farmers cannot afford the inputs needed for 
industrial agriculture r so they're pushed off the land 
and into the slums. It's very simple. India has 800 mil- 
lion people, 600 million live off the land , If you adopt 



and ur have 2 or 3% of the population producing the 
food for everyone else — the food is produced by 20 mil- 
lion people. What do you do with the other 580 mil- 
lion 

This process of dispossession and enclosure really 
has its roots in the first conquest of modern agriculture 
and the market system, Britain. 



Science helps build a new India 




This advert tor the chemical multinational Union 
Carbide appeared regularly in the National 
Geographic in the early 70 s, Union Carbide would 
indeed have ‘a hand in things to come' . On the 2nd of 
December 1984 at around midnight the pesticide plant 
pictured in the advert leaked around 10,000 gallons of 
methyl isocyanate gas. The city of Bhopal became a 
literal gas chamber. Out of a population of 800,000, 
around 10,000 died immediately or in the following 
few weeks, (a figure backed by UNICEF). That day of 
death is still killing to this day. Children are born 
deformed or dead, the land remains sterile. Those who 
survived the initial massacre, industrial refugee fami- 
lies that fled the chemical cloud, are watching each 
other slowly die. Official statistics claim that 200.000 
were injured hut the real number is probably three 
times that. Blindness, damage to the reproductive 
organs and the immune system, cancer, kidney, spleen 
and liver failure are, for the people of BhopaL just 
some of the benefits of industrialisation. 20 
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Global Soil Erosion 

The machi nations of elite power and increased pop- 
ulation growth collaborate to destroy our food's very 
foundation— soil fertility. As a result, agricultural 
systems throughout the world are now experiencing 
unsustainable levels of soil loss. Half of the world's 
cropland is losing topsoil at a rate winch undermines 
its long-term productivity. 21 Satellite images show 
huge plumes of airborne soil moving from North 
Africa over the Atlantic, sometimes producing a 
dense haze. Estimates of African soil lost to the wind 
range from 100 to 400 million tons per year.- As soil ' 
moves from healthy to poor, yields drop by about 
half. Now think what that means when since mid- 
century, the world has lost nearly one fifth of the top- 
soil from its crop-land. 23 

Enclosure: The Root of the Problem 

“The first man who t having enclosed a plot of 
ground, took upon himself to say H This is mine \ and 
found people silty enough to believe him „ was the real 
founder of civilisation. How many wars, how many 
murders, how much misery and horror, would have 
been spared if someone, tearing up the fence and filling 
in the ditch, had cried out to his fellows: ‘Give no heed 
to this impostor ; you are lost if you forget that the fruits 
of the earth belong to all, the land to no one . 
Rousseau. 1753 24 

To understand why die British countryside is like it is. 
we need to look hack to the birth of modern agriculture 
and the society w hich it feeds. Just as the industrialisa- 
tion of the cities was a method of social control rather 
than a natural result of technological innovation: so too 
was the industrialisation of agriculture and the dispos- 
session and eventual depopulation of the countryside. 

Enclosure, the process by which communally held 
land (commons) and the people that use it are incorpo- 
rated into die money economy, is the foundation of 
industrial agriculture and capitalist society in general. 

‘ The c reation of empires and states, business con - 
g I dm e rates an d d i < ta tors h ips . , . has or t ly h eet t possi ble 
through dismantling the commons and harnessing the 
fragments,,, [in] the interests of the dominant minori- 
ty The market economy has expanded primarily by 
enabling state and commercial interests to gain control 
qf territory that has traditionally been used and cher- 
ished by others, and by transforming that territory — 
together with the people themselves — into expendable 
"resources ' for exploitation . . , 

Only in this way has it been possible to convert peas- 
ants into labour for a global economy, replace tradi- 
tional with modern agriculture, and free up the com- 



mons for the industrial economy. Similarly only by 
atomising tasks and separating workers from the moral 
authority ; crafts and natural surroundings created by 
their communities has if been possible to transform 
them into modern, universal individuals susceptible to 
“management ‘ 2 5 

Although the enclosure of commons has taken place 
at many different moments throughout world history, it 
was in Britain between the 15th and 19th centuries that 
the phenomenon became identifiable as a historical 
process. It is worth looking at die land war that gave 
industrial agriculture its birth* — because the history of 
enclosure is the history of our dispossession. 

Throughout the middle ages the commons system, 
unfenced and communally managed strips of land, pre- 
dominated in England. Though in no way a utopia it 
did guarantee land to the hulk of the population. 

In the 16th century the price of grain was relatively 
low compared with that of wool. To take advantage of 
this the elite carried out a vicious campaign of enclo- 
sure, Whole villages of commoners were evicted. 'Fair 
fields full of folk' were turned to desolate sheep walks. 
The dispossessed peasants became labourers or joined 
the ever increasing hordes of vagrants wandering 
through the countryside. 

The peasantry did not resign itself to fate, but fought 
back. Numerous local and regional revolts were waged 
against enclosure. One of the largest — the *Kett’s Men 
Revolt'— was started in Wymondham, near Norwich; 
<450 years later Wymondham would host one of the 
first anti -road camps). 

7/i July 1543, . m mob of smallholders had assembled 
under an old oak tree on the common outside the vil- 
lage. They demanded an end to the enclosure of com- 
mon land, Kerr made a rousing speech and the mob 
marched off to Norwich, gathering strength as they 
went . Soon Kett s army numbered 20,000 and captured 
Norwich castle. . . [ U n fortunately, after other battles 
with the King's soldiers] Kett was captured, con- 
demned for treason and hung. His oak tree has sur- 
vived,.. [bui the common on which it stands has long 
since been enclosed and is now fields of oil seed 
rape,) 26 

A new class entered the land war around this time. In 
1536 Henry the 8th dissolved the monasteries, seizing 
the land of the Church w hich covered a fifth of the land 
surface of England and Wales. Most of this was then 
sold to middle class professionals such as merchants 
and members of the legal system. These new landown- 
ers had even less respect for the poor than the feudal 
lords. More and more enclosures were carried out and 
the protracted struggle between the classes continued. 
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It was rare tor a committed landlord's enclosure 
plans to he stopped, but resistance continued nonethe- 
less, There were literally hundreds of riots and revolts 
against enclosure throughout the 1 6th and 17th cen- 
turies. May 1607. for instance, saw a mouth of sus- 
tained and widespread rioting in Northamptonshire, a 
county in which many parishes had experienced such 
complete enclosure that road verges represented the 
only remaining common land. The armies of the 
landowners put down the rebels, executing some. In 
spite of this defeat, further enclosure riots erupted in 
neighbouring midland counties. 

With the force of arms stacked against them com- 
moners relied on surprise and collective action. For 
example on June 6th 1638 a football match on Burnt 
Fen was the guise for anti -enclosure rioters from Ely 
and Taken heath to assemble and destroy the drainage 
ditches.- 7 

A few years later power struggles between factions 
of the ruling class would boil over into civil war. After 
parliamentary victory 1,677 royalist estates were 
seized by Oliver Cromwell. This signalled the end of 
feudalism and the coming into birth of the new mer- 
chant culture — capitalism. 

In this period of massive upheaval many radical 
movements formed. They ranged from raucous mil- 
lenurtnn revolutionaries such as the ranters to the more 
docile movements like the Quakers. One of the most 
prominent groups at the time was the diggers. 



The diggers were one of the lirst groups for centuries 
to question the very basis of private property. They 
occupied commons all over the country calling on the 
poor to join them in challenging the landowners. The 
first colony at St, George’s Hill - iJ was eventually evict- 
ed and most others suffered a similar fate. Despite 
dozens of occupations they never managed to involve 
more than (at most) a few thousands. Without the par- 
ticipation of the majority of the poor they were easily 
crushed in the political clampdown that followed the 
parliamentary victory. Their vision lives still and on 
direct action camps the diggers* song is a firepil 
favourite. 

The eighteenth century saw' a heightened period of 
enclosure. Hundreds of thousands of smallholders lost 
their land and cottages. The 145 years preceding the 
General Enclosure Act of 1845 saw an estimated 8.1XX) 
private enclosures covering around 14 million acres.** 

On June 1st 1771 a crowd of women destroyed the 
fences around Rewhay Common, but were caught in 
the act and arrested. Another mob rose up and marched 
on Burton-on Trent where they freed their comrades 
and carried them away in triumph.* 1 

Football was again used as a mask to assemble when 
a notice was posted in the Northampton Mercury invit- 
ing “welt wishers to the Cause now in Hand " to a foot- 
ball match at West Handon, on the 1st of August 1795. 
On the day, a mob pulled down and burnt the fences 
enclosing the commons. 



Tn 1649 . to St. George '$ 
Hill 

A ragged hand they 
called the diggers 
came to show the peo- 
ple s will 

They defied the landlords, 
they defied the Urn s. 

They were the dispos- 
sessed reclaiming what 
was theirs. 

... The Sin of property, we 
do disdain, 

No man has any right to 
hay & sell the earth for 
private gain. 

By theft and murder they 
took the land. 

Now everywhere the 
walls spring up at their 
command . . , 




Our struggles mirror others in the past. Tree houses adorn the branches at Lyminge, 
where Rank Leisure plan to build a new holiday village. 167 years earlier, labourers 
burned ricks and smashed machines at Lyminge in one of the first Swing riots. 
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In the next half-century, despite resistance in many Farmers and landowners all over the country were 



receiving letters warning them to pay better wages and 



areas, the majority of the remaining commons were 
enclosed. Without the relative independence they had 
maintained by working the commons, the rural poor 
were now merely labourers — wage slaves. It was their 
labour that grew the nation's food but their meagre pay 
would often not even buy back enough food for them 
to survive. The introduction of threshing machines that 
could do the work of half a dozen men resulted in 
many families T entire livelihoods being taken away. 
Starvation, still births, bad health, over-work and early 
death ravaged the country poor. They had only one 
choice: to rise up! 

Fifty nine years after the Rewhay Common riot, (to 
the day), Mr. Moyer, a Kent farmer, looked out of his 
farmhouse window to see his ricks and barns burning. 
In the next couple of months such bonfires would light 
up the sky all over the country. 

Three months later on Sunday 29th of August, at 
Hardres, near Canterbury, four hundred labourers 
marched through the countryside destroying the hated 
threshing machines. It wasn't untit the next day that 
two magistrates w ith a hundred special constables and 
some soldiers turned up, by w hich time the rioters had 
disappeared? 2 . The rural rising spread quickly through- 
out the Dover area and all through September mobs 
roamed Kent. The 'Swung riots’ had started. 

With village inns acting as rallying points, news 
spread from village to village. Inspired by the success 
of the first actions, communities all over the country 
begun to act. The uprising of 1830 w as to become the 
most successful machine breaking episode in English 
history. 

In Sussex the labourers successfully smashed hun- 
dreds of threshing machines; frightened farmers some- 
times even destroyed their own as a conciliatory ges- 
ture, The Brighton Chronicle, published on the 6th 
October 1830, reported that the High Sheriff went to a 
gathering of labourers in Ringmer in an attempt to 
negotiate w ith them. He w^as told: 

*We will destroy the corns racks and threshing 
machines this year, next year nr will have a turn with 
the parsons, and the third we will make war upon the 
statesmen' 

Barbara Hammond, author of one of the best books 
on the Swing Riots, described the State of the country 
thus: * Several counties in the south of England were in 
a state bordering on insurrection: London was in a 
panic ...and those who had tried to forget the price that 
had to he pa hi ( by the poor | for the splendour of the 
rich... [were reminded with] red skies , broken milts, 
mob diplomacy and villages in arms . +V1 



to do away with the hated machines before they were 
'visited'. Many of these letters were signed Captain 
Swing. Though the labourers described themselves as 
‘Captain Swing's soldiers' — Swing was not an actual 
person. Disparate communities could feel like they 
were part of something larger than themselves by 
imagining they were part of the army of (a fictional) 
Captain Swing. Such non-existent leaders are a regular 
feature of British rebellions: 'Ned Ludd\ the 

'Rebecca' riots etc. This is not that different from the 
way groups in different towns and countries unite 
behind the banner of Earth First! to feel part of some- 
thing big. 

From the Shaftesbury rioters in the south-west who 
successfully liberated five comrades from jail. (29th of 
November), to the northern mob that assembled to pre- 
vent burning ricks being pm out around Carlisle { 12th 
of December),* 4 hundreds of thousands were rising up. 
The crackling of bonfires and the sound of sledgeham- 
mers smashing machines could be heard all over 
Britain. 

It was as near to a national movement as so sponta- 
neous and unorganised an upsurge could be. It 
occurred mainly in the low wage South and East, ie: in 
the area comprising the confines of Norfolk, Suffolk, 
Essex, most of Cambridge, Bedford, Huntingdon, 
Hertford* Middlesex, Kent, Surrey. Sussex, Berkshire, 
Wiltshire, Hampshire and parts of the counties of 
Northampton, Buckingham. Oxford. Gloucester, 
Somerset and Dorset. It was not the whole of Eng land- 
hut in so far as England remained an agricultural coun- 
try, ii contained the core* 

The doth of November eighteen hundred and thirty , 
The Qwslebury lads they did prepare all for the 
machinery , 

And when they did get there, how they let fly! 

The machinery /lew to pieces in the twinkling of an 
eye. 

Chorus: The mob. such a mob you never had seen 
before . 

And if you live for a hundred years you never w ill no 
more 

Oh then to Winchester we w ere sent . our trial for to 
take k 

...When the judges did begin * / m sorry for to say. 

So many there were transported for life and some 
were cast to die. ’ 
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The village of Gwslebury is one of the nearest vil- 
lages to Twyforti Down, the birthplace of British direct 
action anti-roads campaigns. The prison which initial- 
ly housed the Green Anarchist three, was 160 years 
beforehand stuffed with machine hating labourers. The 
Special Commission began hearings at Winchester on 
the 18th of November ! 830. In a representative case, of 
the 245 Hampshire prisoners the majority were found 
guilty of destroying machinery and extorting money. 
Their punishments ranged from Hnes and/or trans- 
portation to Australia to hanging. In the end only two 
brave souls were strung up. Though thousands were 
arrested country wide, tens of thousands more carried 
out daring raids without paying with their liberty. 

The rising was in the end destroyed by a combination 
of state force and the simple fact that many of the 
demands of those rising up were met. For though 
repressed. Swing is far more of a success than Ludd: 
agricultural wages were forced higher and the intro- 
duction of mechanisation was blocked for decades. 
The risings may not have developed into full blown 
social change but then their stated objective never had, 
for the most, been revolution. The revolts essentially 
staved within the economic sphere. Few demanded the 
land. Instead thanks to moderation, (often influenced 
by the active mediation of Methodist ministers), they 
merely demanded the right to survive. The right to be 
employed, working the land primarily for the interest 
of the landlords. Considering the emerging struggles in 
the industrial towns perhaps the greatest tragedy w'as 
that the rural labourers never managed to link up with 
their brethren in the cities. If such a unity had been 
forged it would have been unbeatable. 

Resistance continued through the next century but 
never on such a national scale, According to the 
‘official* history the last battle on English soil occurred 




The ecology of Offham Marsh, and! the camp that 
saved it from the plough. 



on 31st of May 1838, as armed Kentish peasants 
clashed with troops at Bosendon Wood. 

Due to space constraints the above history is sparse 
and selective. However its aim is to show in what con- 
text industrial agriculture was born. The landowners 
constantly proclaim that they are the protectors of the 
countryside: that we predominately urban activists 
should not interfere. The truth is that they are the 
destroyers of the countryside. We live in the cities 
because their predecessors, through enclosure with 
sheer force, took the land from under the feet of our 
ancestors and forced them into the slums. Industrial 
agriculture was horn as a means of control over people 
as much as means of control over nature. This process 
of enclosure continues— as does the resistance to it. 

On the Attack: 

The Farmaggedoii Campaign 

Campaigns against enclosure arc growing. One of the 
main focuses for action in the last couple of years has 
been against genetic engineering, the enclosure of the 
seed. In the Netherlands the 'raging diggers' have been 
digging over genetic test sites, while in Germany 
activists have been squatting them (see DoD #6), In 
France, (the only country in Europe growing commer- 
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cial genetic crops), 100 farmers stormed a Novartis 



conditioning and storage plan on January the 8th, After 
looking around they found 5 ions of transgenic maize 
which they mixed with non-modi tied maize before 
humidifying it — rendering it useless. Novartis is claim- 
ing the action cost them I million US Dollars. Irish 
campaigners have been out with their spades too, suc- 
cessfully destroying the only lest site in Ireland. In 
Britain over half a dozen test sites have been trashed, 
along with a handful of office actions. Test site trash- 
ing has turned out to be a very effective tactic. If a field 
experiment is destroyed half way through it has to start 
all over again, and it has to watt to die next growing 
season to do so. Minimal action has a disproportionate 
effect Such actions are likely to increase in number. 

Special Areas of Scientific Interest (SSS1) are the 
ecological backbone of Britain. More are affected by 
farming than any other factor Last April at Offham in 
Sussex, the first ever anti -industrial agriculture camp 
was set up to slop the ploughing of a rare w ildlife-rich 
down land. Direct action saved the SSS1 (see page 62 in 
DoD No, 6) but the farmer didn't learn his lesson. After 
discovering he wanted to drain and plough an impor- 
tant marshland SSSL (full to the brim with newts, 
water spiders, frogs etc), a second camp was set up. He 
let a bull into the field and paid a tribe of 1 1 year olds 
to throw rocks at us. Despite such tricks we stayed put 
through August and September until he was ordered by 
an embarrassed Michael Meacher, (the Environment 
Minister), to back down. The camps at Offham have 
shown that tactics which stretch the state at sites like 
Newbury, can bring farmers to their knees. 

Mass fence burning outside Lewes, land occupations 
in London, camp overs on noxious landowners’ estates 
and a land squat near the original diggers' colony, have 
been just some of the actions around land ‘issues’ in 
the last couple of years. Most have been a result of the 
formation of the group *The Land is Ours’ (TLIO) 
which describes itself as ‘a I and rights movement for 
Britain V f \ TLIO started off as quite a centralised, per- 
sonality led organisation but thankfully it is now more 



of a network, with half a dozen groups involved in 
active local work. They are planning a number of occu- 
pations and trespasses this spring. 

Animal libemtionists continue to light against the 
imprisonment, enslavement and murder that industrial 
agriculture forces on millions of animals every year. 
The view of agribusiness towards our fellow creatures 
is well summed up in a farming magazine. 

'Forget the pig is an animal . treat him just like a 
machine in a factory. Schedule treatments like you 
would lubrication. Breeding season like the first step in 
an assembly line . Ami marketing like the delivery of 
finished goods 9 37 In the last year the ALF has liberat- 
ed thousands of animals from such slavery. 

Resistance to industrial agriculture is fractured. The 
media and campaigners themselves build up fences 
around their favourite 'single issue’. If we are to have 
any chance of stopping the situation gelling worse then 
we must link up campaigns against genetic engineer- 
ing. for animal liberation and land 'rights' into a holis- 
tic struggle which can adequately take on the landown- 
ers. 

At the EL! gathering last year there were workshops 
about setting up a campaign that could do this. Out of 
those discussions a number of projects are happening, 
A large land squat is planned in late May to bring 
together activists. The idea is to take a genetic test 
field, squat it and turn it into an experiment in ecolog- 
ical agriculture. The land squat will aim to hold the 
land for a month, and there will be workshops and talks 
ranging from how to do forest gardening to the history 
of land struggle. 

The newly formed Farming Environment Network 
v\ ill also be touring gatherings and festivals throughout 
the summer doing educational work. At harvest in 
August/September there will be a large national action 
against industrial agriculture. 

If we concentrate our energies in places where our 
actions w ill have most effect: and if we succeed in unit- 
ing campaigners from different issues' into a solid 
front against industrial agriculture, then we can really 

start to become a threat. 

The objectives of the 
Farmageddon campaign should be 
primarily to halt fail her advance- 
ment in agri-business technologies, 
like genetics, agrochemicals and 
intensive battery farming. It should 
also aim to educate people on why 
we need to de-industrialise agricul- 
ture and challenge the power of the 
landowners. 



Actions Coming Up! 

March 28th & 29th: The Land Is Ours is organising a two day occupa- 
tion (near Luton) in commemoration of the Diggers. April 1st: They will 
also be holding an anniversary trespass on the site of the first digger 
colony at St.George's Hill. Late May will sec a land squat (somewhere in 
Britain) set up On a genetic test field and it is hoped the site will last for a 
month, contact Norfolk EF! On June 14th in Sussex there will he a mass 
trespass over areas the landed exclude us from. A second trespass will be 
on July 5th. Contact South Downs El ! Sometime in August there will be 
a large action against industi ial agriculture, talk to Norfolk EF! 
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Consolidation; 

Resistance is Growing! 

The * Dig for Victory' campaigns of the two world 
wars showed that the British people can feed them- 
selves with judicious land management . In the latter 
part of the twentieth century we must think in terms of 
‘Dig for Revolution!'-* 

We need to bite the hand that feeds us, and we need 
to sink our teeth into it now. Being eco warriors in the 
fie Id (s) but passive con- 
sumers at dinner time is not 
good enough* If we are to 
effectively confront corpo- 
rate agribusiness then we, 
the landless, need to develop 
our imagination and redis- 
cover skills so that we can 
start to unplug ourselves 
from the machine, (and 
unplug the machine itself). 

We can create viable agri- 
cultural systems by learning 
from nature and from the 
many millions of farmers— 
mostly in the South — who 
farm much as their ancestors 
did. The main principle of 
ecological agriculture is to 
work with nature not against 
it. It makes sense to model 
your agricultural system on 
the climax ecosystem of 
your bioregion. In most of 
Britain it's woodland and a 
lot of radical ecologists over the last few decades have 
been working on 'forest farming' or *agro- forestry' as 
it’s sometimes known. (See ‘Forest Farming’ Box), 

To feed everyone on this island, industrial agri-busi- 
ness requires the dispossession of peoples and the 
destruction of land, all over the planet. Yet, we could 
all feed ourselves without importing food or resources 
at all. Colin Tudge, the author of *The Famine 
Business \ has estimated that if Britain's farming activ- 
ity was aimed just at supporting our population, rather 
than feeding cows etc., we would need only a fifth of 
the land at present under cultivation, 39 

it's worth stopping and thinking about that fact. Only 
a fifth of the land presently under cultivation could 
make us self reliant, if we all went vegan. Even those 
who don't care about animal suffering should consider 
the increased burden their dairy/meat addiction places 



on the earth. This is also a good point on which to build 
unity between the movements of radical ecology and 
animal liberation. Even if his calculations were a bit 
exaggerated, (and from his methodology there is no 
reason to presume this), we're talking about at least 
three fifths of the land occupied by industrial agricul- 
ture in Britain no longer needed to feed our population. 
What would we do with it? 

Shock, Horror! We could have wilderness again in 
Britain, Vast expanses of land could regenerate into the 

wild woods of old. Exploding 
with diversity, and resound- 
ing with the sounds of wild 
animals. A land repopulated 
with bears, beavers, boars 
and bison! Earth First! is a 
movement for the wild* and 
our re-incorporation in it. 
The stark battle lines 
between the wild and the 
domesticated could fade 
aw ay as the edges of our for- 
est farms receded into the 
dappled shadows of the wild- 
wood. Let your imagination 
run wild! 

We are needless to say, a 
long way away from such a 
land. At the moment less 
than 1% of agricultural land 
is even farmed organically 40 * 
Of this small percentage of 
land most is still farmed 
industrially for profit, using 
mechanisation to produce for distant markets, A 
minute amount of land is under cultivation by ecologi- 
cally minded folk. For all but the children of the upper 
middle classes, buying land is just too expensive. 

The 'ecological agriculture movement' (if one can 
talk of one at all) is concerned primarily with buying 
small farms and selling produce through ‘organic box 
schemes' and the like. Consumers pay a regular fixed 
amount and in return receive a box of seasonal vegeta- 
bles every week or so. These small scale local produc- 
er-consumer links (bypassing the supermarkets) are a 
positive trend hut they re still well within the realms of 
the commodity economy and are often assimilated 
leaving nothing but the ordinary division between pro- 
ducers and consumers. 

How then can we. the landless, obtain some land to 
sustain ourselves outside the commodity economy and 
team the skills we need? Quite a few long term Ellers 
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farming 



Wherever you arc on Earth the most sustainable and earth-friend- 
ly way to grow food is the way which is most like the natural vege- 
tation of that area. In each part of the world a different natural veg- 
etation has evolved over the ages to lit perfectly with the climate and 
other local conditions. In Britain it is woodland. 

A forest garden is a garden modelled on a natural woodland and 
like woodland it has three layers of vegetation: trees, shrubs and 
herbaceous plants. In all edible forest garden the first two layers con- 
tain fruit and nut trees & bushes, the ground layer perennial vegeta- 
bles and herbs. Many gardens contain the same things as a forest 
garden, but usually each is grown separately, as orchard, soft fruit 
area, vegetable patch and herb bed. What distinguishes a forest gar- 
den is that all are grown together on the same piece of ground, one 
above the other. A forest garden will produce less top fruit than a 
simple orchard, less berries Ilian a pure stand of soft fruit bushes, 
and less vegetables than a simple vegetable garden. But the com- 
bined produce of the garden’s three layers will create a much larger 
yield than any single layer system. 

The more complete and self replicating an ecosystem the less work 
we have U> do to maintain it Therefore the soil is not dug, and annu- 
al vegetables are not normally included unless they can reproduce by 
self-seeding. Our diet is significantly less diverse than that of our 
gatherer-hunter ancestors. Eating a wide range of different foods is 
good for our health; forest gardening, being a very diverse growing 
system, produces a wide variety of plants. 

Gardens like this have long been cultivated in many tropical coun- 
tries. and still arc in places as far apart as Central America. Tanzania 
and the Indian state of Kerala, to name but three. Soon we shall 
see swathes of forest gardens spread across Britain. 



are forming together to buy kind collectively. A 1 5 acre 
patch of deciduous woodland costs around £20,000 — 
a sum beyond the reach of most of us. However twen- 
ty activists all putting in a grand begins to sound more 
feasible — anyone can raise a grand in a year, even if it 
means a couple of months washing dishes in restaurant 
kitchens. Seed communities like these will be essential 
models for future farming but such projects are rare. 
However there are other ways we can stari to grow our 
own food. 

For a start most of us have access to a window sill or 
two. An old gardening saying is that *the most produc- 
tive plot in the garden is the one yon can see from the 
kitchen. \ What then could be more productive than a 



few pots and windowboxes idled with herbs on your 
kitchen windowsill? li may seem a humble beginning 
but it will develop your green fingers. A significant 
amount of vegetables can be grown inside the house 
too. 

Our ancestors, the machine smashers and rick burn- 
ers of 1830, though they had the land stolen from them, 
leave us an inheritance. At the end of the last decade 
there were half a million small plots of land, usually 
between a tenth and a quarter of an acre, available to 
anyone to rent at around £15 a year 41 . 

Some rare sites are two hundred years old but allot- 
ments really started to multiply after the Swing riots. 
Faced w ith an immiserated urban and country populace 

reformers supported the 
growth of allotments for 
egalitarian reasons. 

However, the main reason 
for their spread was the out- 
break of 1 violent protest'. 

Reeling from the riots and 
rural insurrections of the 
I 830s the rich gave the poor 
allotments, thinking it better 
that they gave reforms than 
received revolution. The 
1843 Parliamentary Report 
of the Select Committee on 
the Labouring Poor backs 
this claim up: 

'ft was not until 1830. 
when discontent had been so 
painfully exhibited amongst 
the peasants of the southern 
region that this method of 
alleviating their situation 
was much resorted to * " 

Kent, which had seen the 
birth of Captain Swing, was 
one of the first counties to 
declare for allotments. 
Though it was commonly 
thought among the elite to 
be a necessary evil, many 
farmers objected for reasons 
a Kent writer outlined at the 
time. 

The fanners are apt to 
think that the holding of an 
allotment will give the 
labourer a spirit of indepen- 
dence that will interfere with 
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the service he owes his master ' The more they work for 



themselves, the less they work for us . ” 42 

The amount of allotments today is dwarfed by the 
figures then* Nottingham was representative of most 
towns* 

'In those days Nottingham was surrounded by allot- 
ments, not in their hundreds but in their tens of thou- 
sands, and the great Dean Hole. . . estimated that in his 
day about a hundred years ago, there were some 
20,000 of them scattered around what was then an 
important town hut not yet a city , and the home of 
under 200,000 people — an allotment for about every 
third family. Most of them, l imagine , were like our 
family a few decades later growing virtually all their 
own vegetables and thereby making themselves inde- 
pendent of everyone else for at least a large portion of 
the daily diet \ 43 

Sites are thriving communities, allotment holders 
cooperate together on many projects* The site where 
our allotments are* consists of a small dipping valley, 
with a path weaving its way along the bottom. Once 
we'd settled in and were well known* every time we 
walked down the path we'd be accosted by someone 
giving us their excess carrots, offering us dippings etc. 
While it would be pushing it to say allotments are anar- 
chy in action, (the rigid boundaries of each plot are 
rarely broken down), they are definitely an example of 
mutual aid. 

Hundreds of thousands are drawn to allotments, to 
scrunch the soil between their fingers and see the green 
shoots grow. Around the same amount of people work 
allotments as work in the entire * official' agricultural 
sector. It s astounding to find that one in 40 households 
in Britain has an allotment. 44 

With the welfare state (another reform to hold back 
revolution) being dismembered allotments will 
become more important than ever. It doesn't matter 
how hard up you are you can still eat good healthy 
organic fruit and veg. Allotments teach more people 
about self organisation than the radical ecological 
movement ever has, 

Andre Curz. author of ‘Ecology as Politics * has w rit- 
ten that the elite, \.. whether conscious or not , has pre- 
served those marginal zones of autonomy formed by 
the allotments... For as long as workers own a set of 
tools enabling them to produce for their own needs, 
ami a plot of land to grow some vegetables...] their 
wage slavery] will be fell to be reversible. . . * 4 \ 

Unsurprisingly allotments are under attack, councils 
are selling them off to raise revenue. Rail track is 
threatening to sell off its 10,000 allotments, making an 
estimated £500,000 an acre. Since the last election the 



government has approved the disposal of over 50 allot- 
ment sites — -many for house building 4 *. In Bath the 
church wanted to bulldoze the St. Stephens allotment 
site to construct two luxury homes- — each with parking 
spaces for four cars! Activists and plotholders set up a 
phone tree and the threat of direct action seems to have 
scared the developers off- — for now 47 . 

Allotments allow us all the ability to learn to grow 
food. It is no good, squatting land only to find no one 
knows how to grow anything. In the coming struggle 
between the landed and the landless, it’ll be cityfolk 
who march out into the land they have been banished 
from. But it'll be our allotments well be marching out 
from. 

Transcendence: 

Goodbye to the Countryside & the City 

* Long before 2030 file trend toward ever larger cities 
ami an increasing ratio of urban-to-rural dwellers is 
likely to have reversed... The proper question is not 
whether the urban tide will ebb but when , how rapidly, 
and whether by foresight or happenstance , ... the 
choice is whether those returning to rural areas in the 
century ahead will do so, in the main t willingly and 
expectantly with the appropriate knowledge, attitudes, 
and skills as home comers or arrive as ecological 
refugees driven by necessity, perhaps desperation . * 48 

We should try to build towards having large self sup- 
porting barrios in Britain in the next tew years. They 
could be much like those the Movement of the 
Landless (NIST) have been running in Brazil (see 
p.88). Such a situation is not as far away as it may 
seem. Shortly after the war over 45.000 squatted aban- 
doned army camps, all over Britain, With 1 .038 camps 
squatted the government was in a panic. With no way 
to destroy the squats they tried to assimilate them. It 
was struggles such as these that ushered in the welfare 
state. With the welfare state now under attack we are 
going to have to look again at these collective actions. 

More recently travellers have been living on what 
amounts to barrios for two decades. Throughout the 
1980s there were tens of thousands occupying land, in 
vehicles, trailers and benders. State force has literally 
driven thousands of travellers out of the country* and 
discouraged more from going on the road. The intro- 
duction of smack has destroyed much of the communal 
atmosphere that used to exist. Despite this there are 
still dozens of good sites around the country, filled with 
radical and green people. In fact many of our best 
activists come from travelling backgrounds and action 
camps themselves have become (ironically) some of 
the safest sites around for travellers to live on. 
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If we do set up large land communities we will have wide, show us that however nonviolent a movement is, 
to make sure that we are prepared. That they are not 



media stunts or seen by ordinary people as the realm of 
the young and alternative. We will need to huikl a real 
counter-culture not an escapist dystopia. 

The conclusion of this overly long article is that 
industrial agriculture can only be understood and 
fought in the wider context of industrial society. 

The r-e volution we desire will be a long process, 
there are no short cuts. We will have to build a move- 
ment that has the knowledge and ability to both sustain 
itself ecologically and effectively combat the state. 

We must go on the offensive to defend the gains pre- 
vious struggles have given us and stop the situation 
getting worse. Most importantly halting the sell offs of 
allotment sites and destroying the growth of genetics. 
This is going to take a combination of community 
organising and militant direct action. 

At the same time w ? e can begin to consolidate by 
learning the skills to grow our own food, live commu- 
nally and ecologically. We will need to break out of the 
radical/alternative ghetto that we imprison ourselves in 
and show that what are horrifically labelled ‘lifestyles’ 
are relevant to ordinary people. The amount of people 
using allotments, growing in their own gardens etc 
needs to increase. We should use offensive campaigns 
as catalysts to build up and consolidate the movement. 

A campaign against industrial agriculture should 
understand that without the destruction of industrial 
capitalist culture the attainment of an ecological soci- 
ety is impossible. We should give ourselves no illu- 
sions' — transcendence will no doubt be a protracted and 
bloody process. History, and other struggles world- 



when the power of ilje rich and landed is threatened 
they always reply with hard force. But just as we reject 
pacifism we too should reject the mmanticisation of 
violence. Transcendence without insurrection is 
impossible but insurrection, as Alexander Berk man 
once said, 'is merely the ratling up of the sleeves , the 
real work is yet to he done \ Once we have rid our- 
selves of the landowners, bosses and tyrants; done 
away with our own ideologies and old behaviour we 
w ill be at the beginning of a long journey. Such a path 
will be mapped by millions of feet, not one Earth 
First !er 

Be Realistic, Demand the Impassible! 

Land & Liberty! 

Get Active! 

For details of groups that are ‘going back to the land 1 
contact: The Land is Ours Rural Resettlement Officer 
c/o The Land is Ours, Box E, 111 Magdalen Road, 
Oxford, 0X4 IRQ Tel: 01865 722016. 

If you want to gel involved in actions or in educa- 
tional work contact Norfolk EF! 

Take part in the fight against genetic engineering by 
contacting the Genetic Engineering Network, PO BOX 
9656, London, N4 4JY 0181 3749516. News and pic- 
tures of lest site trashing can be found on the SHAG 
website: lutp : /ww w.e n v i rol i n k.org/org s/s hag/x - 
files.html 

General requests for information, rabid criticism, 
strange drawings, letter bombs and dead bees etc, can 
be sent to the author of this article via the Do or Die 
collective. 



Further reading 

Understand l he Problem 4 Food Insecurity: Who Gets to eat?\ The Ecologist magazine* Nov/Dec ‘96, 75 A 4 pgs. £4 
Thorough analysis on why 800 million people are malnourished, hungry or starving. Published to counter ihe lies, myths 
Sl hypocrisy of the global elite at the "World Food Summit’ in Rome '96, Front the Ground Up; Rethinking Industrial 
Agriculture \ International Society for Ecology & Culture, 1993. 120 pgs, £6 A coherent overview of the nature of indusp 
trial agriculture, excellent though a bit liberal. Agriculture; The Demon Engine of Civilisation \ John Zcrzan, in 'Elements 
of Refusal \ Left Bank Books. Seattle 1988. £6 Available from Dead Trees. See your worldview collapse before you! 
"Colonising the Seed: Genetic Engineering and Techno -Industrial Agriculture ’ Gyorgy Serin is. £3 + 50p postage, 47 A 5 
pgs. Excellent primer on genetics. Good for helping you understand genetic science as well as the power games at play 
in modem agri-business. Available from AK Press (see Reviews section). Learn your History 4 Captain Swing , E.J* 
Hobsbawm & George Rude. Pimlico 1993, 384 pgs First published in 1969 but still the best book on the Swing riots. 
'This Land is Our Land: The Struggle for Britain v Countryside', Marion Shoard. Gaia Books, 1997. 522 pgs, £19.99 
Good overview of British land issues. Sections on land struggle history and who owns Britain shine, leaving the reformist 
conclusions out of place. Everyone should read this book. Plant the Seeds of Revolution 'The Allotment: Its Landscape 
& Culture \ David Crouch & Colin Ward, 1988 Everything you wanted to know about allotments, from two long term 
anarehists.'D^ For Revolution ' A snazzy little 14 page A6 zine full of useful snippets of advice on allotment growing as 
well as bits of good eco-anarcho runt. Send an SAE <& donation to: Graham, Land and Liberty, 35 Rayleigh Ave. 
Westcliff-on-sea, Essex. 'How to Make a Forest Garden \ Patrick Whitefield. Permanent Publications, 168 A4 pgs, £14.99 
A practical guide to creating a forest garden in a temperate country. 
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A Round-up of British Action Camps 



Since the last issue of Do or Die (printed in late June 1997) 24 different campaigns have either set up camps or 
continued occupation of ones already established. Usually when we set up a site we expect to he evicted even- 
tually, but we aim to cause so much economic damage that other places are saved in the future— and so far this 
strategy has worked very effectively in the struggle to destroy the British Roads Programme. (See 'Direct 
Action: Six Yeans Down the Road on page 1 of this issue.) However the increasing sophistication of treehous- 
es, lock-ons, tunnels and rabid activists have made evictions so expensive that in the last 10 months we have 
seen five campaigns tatting down (breaking camp) because they’d actually won. With camps all over the coun- 
try there is bound to be one near you— so find out where it is and then visit, if only for a weekend, and help bar- 
ricade. build, fortify and generally cause trouble! 



Scotland 

Faslane Peace Camp 
Outside the Trident sub- 
marine base is the longest 
running action camp in the 
country. Set up fifteen years 
ago, it's still going strong 
with convoy blockades, 
base invasions and de- fenc- 
ing happening regularly. 
After boundary changes a 
new- local council was formed which has decided to 
evict the camp. Their eviction notice was served in July 
last year but so far it has not been executed— although 
it will be soon — so give the camp a phone and get on 
the national eviction phone tree. Better still go up there 
and lake part in the mayhem. Tel: 01436 820901 . 
Victory at Pressmen nan! 

Landowners wanted to clear-cut a 13.000 year old 
oak wood and send the timber to Germany to make 
BMW dashboards. A vigorous campaign was set up to 
protect this precious remnant of the Caledonian Forest. 
A camp was pitched that lasted months, and the trees 
were filled with ceramic spikes that trash sawmill 
blades, dropping the value of timber. The campaign 
succeeded and it looks as though Presstnennan has 
been saved — for now at least. See ‘Pressmennan's 
WAND’ on page I 8 in this issue. Tel: 01368 850360 or 
0131 228 2193. 

The North 

Derby city centre tree camp 

At 7.00 am 21 Feb a tree camp was established in the 
Bass Ree park. Derby to save it from being developed. 
It is the last large open space in the City Centre and 
includes a grade one wildlife site. The City Council 




intend to put a mad 
across it! Approx, 

250 trees are threat- 
ened by this devel- 
opment. 

We are climbing 
some of these trees 
to oppose the land 
loss of our park. T his 
precious inner city 
Green Space was 
donated to Derby folk by Michael Thomas Bass in 
1876. For further details please ring Dorothy Skrytek 
on: 01332 727237, 

Men with H ill 













Men with Hill Women’s Peace Camp is there to cam- 
paign against the US National Security Agency (NSAl 
spy base. Men with Hill spies on telephone calls, has 
involvement in economic espionage and plays a large 
strategical part in any war, it is found 7 miles outside 
Harrogate on the A59 in North Yorkshire. For more 
information contact Men with Women's Peace Camp, 
outside Men with Hill US Spy Base. Kettlesing lay-by, ^ 
A59 near Harrogate, North Yorkshire, HG3 2RA, UK 
Tel: 01943 468593. : 

Sellatield Womens Peace Camp 
Sel [afield Women’s Peace Camp (SWPC) has been a 
site of protest against the nuclear/military industry 
since 1990. The camp takes place the last full weekend 
of every second month, and is situated outside the vis- 
itor's centre at Sellaheld nuclear plant, near Seascale 
on the west coast of Cumbria, Tie camp is relaxed, the 
food is good, and new women are always welcome. 
Recent SWPC actions have involved paint, cement, 
talking to the public, bolt-cutters, leafletting, climbing 
and police dogs! There used to be a mixed camp at 
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Sellafiekl! and SWPC would support anyone wishing to 
another up. More details from: Sella held Women's 
Peace Camp, Box Z, 16 Sholehroke Avenue, Leeds. 
LS7 3HB, Telephone: 0113 262 9365. 

Bingley 

The Bingley relief road scheme was put on hold last 
July following a review of road schemes, but may still 
be given the go ahead in early April this year The 
camp, which was set up on route when the scheme was 
iirst aired is still in existence. Campaigners are hoping 
that its presence w ill deter the government from pro- 
ceeding with the road* Not waiting until the decision, 
the Department of Transport started clearing on route 
buildings last autumn. Contact: Bingley Anti-Road 
Campaign, Rye loaf Camp, Bingley BP 19 2 HZ. Tel: 
01274 504626 or 0370 985 1 22. 

Bluebell Woods 

A 2.5 acre ecological oasis in the heart of Longsight, 
Manchester, was destroyed to build student accommo- 
dation, The camp, which was set up in early August, 
involved lots of locals and new people. It lasted a 
month before being evicted by climbers, police and 
bailiffs. Despite the small size of the land it took the 
state two days to clear it. For more details contact: 
0161 224 4846, 

The Midlands 
Birmingham 
Northern Relief Road 

The Birmingham 
Northern Relief Road 
iBNRR) is planned to 
stretch 27 miles, and 
will destroy SSSIs, 
woodlands and many 
other important ecologi- 
cal areas. Activists have been occupying the site for 
five months already. The campaign should be big and 
could well rival the intensity of Newbury. Construction 
is currently expected to start at the beginning of 1999, 
The site is situated in Greenwood, on the A38 between 
Bassets Pole and Weeford junction, next to the ARC 
gravel works. Get the 1 10 bus from Corporation St. in 
Birmingham city centre to Bassetts Pole then walk 1.5 
miles north along the A38 to the gravel works on the 
left. Tel: 0797 0301987, 

Allis Peace Camp 

Peace camp outside Alvis factory, campaigning 
against the export of tanks and lank kits to Indonesia, 
where they will be used for internal * security’ as well 
as repression of the East Timorese* How to lind it: 
Alvis Peace Camp, outside Alvis Tank Factory, North 



View* Walsgrave Triangle, Coventry, CU2 2SP. Pager 
no.: 0336 774173. 

Rurv St. Edmonds 

V 

A camp was set up in December in Bury 
St.Edmonds, Suffolk, to try and slop an access road 
being built through virtually untouched watermeadows 
to reach Green King Brewery. Unlike most others* this 
campaign has not only been started by locals but is still 
staffed by them— local involvement, not local support 
is the key, Contact: The Glad Abbott. Watermeadows 
Defence Camp, Call urn Road, Bury St. Edmonds, 
Suffolk, 1P33, Tel: 01359 240365 or 01284 760835. 

Wales and 
The South West 

Brewery Fields Free State 

Brewery Fields is an 
amazing place on the edge 
of Bangor, North Wales, 
with areas of woodland, 
open he ids where orchids 
grow, streams and ponds 
where children gather tadpoles. Following the 'devel- 
opers' decision to begin erecting security fences upon 
the common land of Eithinog and Brewery fields, local 
people have taken the power back from the forces of 
babylon and established the free state of 
Eithinog/Brewery Fields. The so far small, (4 benders 
and several tents) but strong community is open to all 
with peace in their hearts. The aim is resistance— to 
housing "development - on this beautiful land of gorse, 
bramble, elder, hawthorn, wild raspberries, alder, oak, 
countless wildflowers and turf. Security fences seem to 
have a habit of falling down in the night, much to the 
annoyance of the developers (North West Wales 
Housing Association) and to the glee of the elderly res- 
idents of the flats that overlook the site. The campaign 
telephone number is: 01248 351 541 or contact 
Gwynedd and Mon Earth f irst! (See Contacts page.) 
Victory at Teigngrace! 

(n early I u 1 y 1997 camps were set up at Teigngrace 
in Devon, to stop the enlargement of an already mas- 
sive white clay quarry. Much was at stake; precious 
watermeadows would have been destroyed and two 
beautiful free flowing rivers would have been moved 
into concrete channels* In mid-October Prescott 
backed down to the activists’ demand for a public 
inquiry. The camps have been tatted down and the 
threat to the site is (temporarily) over until the conclu- 
sion of the enquiry. (See Teigngrace - box in ‘Quarry 
l ighting in the South West', page 79 for more details*) 
Tel: 0467 622825. 
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teddy Bear Woods session. The camp is in woodland adjacent to the quar- 

ry. It is a high-profile site in a public park, aimed at get- 



Set up mainly by locals in May 1996 to stop the 
Weymouth Brown Route road, the Teddy Bear Woods 
camp does not expect eviction until January next year. 
Plenty of time for you to get down there and build 
lock-ons, barricades and generally help strengthen 
their resistance. Tel: 0468 221454. 

Dead Woman's Bottom 

Four camps were set up at Dead Woman’s Bottom in 
Somerset to stop the construction of a quarry service 
road. The site was ev icted at the end of January by the 
forces of darkness. For more details see ‘Quarry 
Fighting in the South West' on page 79 or contact: 
0174 880144. 

Victory at Wymondham! 

Developers and Yeovil Council were stopped in their 
tracks when camps were set up on Wymondham Hill, 
an amazing bit of greenfield land with a river snaking 
through it. Lying right next to the centre of town it is 
an ideal place for Ycovilians to find solace in the coun- 
tryside. A perfect place, according to the council, to 
build a supermarket and access road/bypass. 
Campaigners took over the land and renamed it 
Wymondham People’s Park, The combination of tun- 
nels, treehouses and ground camps deterred i he 
Council and developers and the scheme was cancelled 
in July 1997. The strange task of taking the site down 
was then done, with many activists and much of the tat 
moving straight onto other camps in the area. This is 
the second time attempts have been made to bulldoze 
Wymondham and [he second time direct action has 
stopped it happening. For details telephone: 01935 
478806, 

Radstock Railway 

A camp was established in summer 1997 at Radstock 
against proposals to build a supermarket, industrial 
units, housing, road and rail line on a naturally regen- 
erated piece of railway land in Radstock. Transport 
police and heavies have been intimidating the camp 
and an eviction order was served in September but so 
far has not been carried out. Tel: 01761 432273. 
Ashton Court, Bristol 

A semi-permanent camp has been set up in Ashton 
Court Estate by Bristol people as a focus for the protest 
against the expansion of Dumford Quarry into this 
public park near Bristol. Australian multinational 
Pioneer Aggregates want to destroy 20 acres of the 
parkland, and dig up a wildflower meadow in their 
way. This they propose to replant on another field, half 
a mile away, which is inhabited by badgers. And the 
badgers who were evicted have just recently reoccu- 
pied their sett and need some support to keep in pos- 



ting more local people into direct action. There is no 
vehicular access, and no alcohol on site. See page 79 
in this issue for more info. Camp mobi!e:0467 430 21 1 

The South East 

Victory at Stringers 
Common! 

Direct action won 
yet another victory 
against road building 
when a road through 
Stringers Common. 

Guildford, was can- 
celled due to the 
council not being able 
to afford a full-on eviction. (See Box ‘Victory at 
Guildford !’ on page 2,) 

Lyminge 

Rank Leisure wants to build a holiday village in the 
beautiful Lyminge Forest. Kent, complete with a 
leisure dome, 9 hole golf course, rubber lined artificial 
lake, studio apartments and parking for 3,400 cars. 
Since mid March 1997 camps have spanned the site 
bursting with tents, twig loos and tunnels, There have 
been eviction alerts on and off for nearly six months so 
get down there now. (For an in-depth article on the 
leisure industry and this scheme see ‘Lyminge Forest: 
The Spread of Syphilitic Suburbia’ in Do or Die No. 6, 
Page 72), Directions: From Canterbury lake the 
Folkestone bus to Six Mile Garage and turn left for 
main West Wood car park lor the camps. Tel: 01303 
265737 or 0140 536592, 

Victory at Offham Marshes! 

m 

A farmer in the South Downs attempted to plough up 
a Special Area of Scientific Interest. Offham marshes. 
A camp was set up and pressure built up until the envi- 
ronment minister ordered the farmer to back down, see 
“Confronting Industrial Agriculture" page 40. For 
more details contact: South Downs EF! PO Box 2971, 
Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2TT, 

Camp Rena 

Since early September 1997 the first ever Animal 
Liberation action camp has been sited outside of 
Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS) in Cambridgeshire. 
HLS is one of Britain’s largest vivisection laboratories, 
torturing and experimenting on 62,500 animals at any 
single time. Actions have been happening at the site 
nearly every day and in December it was announced 
that the camps have cost HLS £3.5 million so far. Tel: 
0589 026435 or 01223 311828. 
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Canbury Gardens 

In Kingston, London, the council want to cut down 
76 Poplar trees to ‘enhance the view' of Canbury i 'ark 
for dwellers in a posh new estate— Bing ley similar 
logic to the argument the government uses when it says 
building a motorway through amazing bits of country- 
side would give the public access to beautiful scenery. 
Since early November a camp with (reehouses galore 
has been running to defend the site. Local response has 
been good and one council meeting was besieged by 
500 residents, Tel: 01 HI 287 3118 or 0181 546 1827. 
Magnet ‘Chicken Farm" 

After Animal Libbers setting up camps, who next? 
Ex- Magnet Kitchen workers, that’s who — and they've 
set up a chicken farm. The workers were sacked in Sept 
■% for going on strike. They set up camp outside the 
590 acre Cambridgeshire estate of the chief executive 
of Magnet's parent company. This forced Magnet back 




into negotiation. However, the inevitable happened and 
the deal offered to the strikers was not worth the paper 
it was written on. When the camp resumed the ex- 
workers were told they could be found guilty of sec- 
ondary picketing if they continued to hassle Boss, 
However their lawyers advised that if their picket 
was in fact not a picket but a business then they could 
not be targeted. So on the 1 7th of February they 
officially opened a chicken farm — with two free range 
chickens — on two acres of rented land near their ex- 
bosses estate. Declaring that the chickens have come 
home to roost' they've continued their occupation, 
gaining valuable press coverage and annoying the boss 
no end. As with the Liverpool Dockers, it’s good to see 
people breaking out of their traditional and predictable 
modes of struggle. Drop in for a cup of tea at the only 
chicken farm worth visiting without boltcroppers, 

Tel: 01325 282389, 




Despite attempts by the planners to get rid of them, the Kings Hill community in Somerset continues to 
show that benders can be palatial rather than squalid; winning the first DoD Brilliant Benders award. 
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Gee, I'd love 
to help you 

smash 

industrialism 
and create a 

global 

paradise, 
but I've got 

to go clean 

oily 

birds! 



Almost daily, we're created to another horrendous spectacle of this society's headlong rush into 
oblivion. 

And now, the recent oil spill on Washing ion 1 * coast has provided a chance for hundreds of acti- 
vists to wallow In Industrial filth* The sincerity of the volunteers cannot be denied* Activities 
such as the sea-bird rescue provide an outlet for the genuine concern and sympathy for the vice Ins 
of a world gone insane ♦ 

Yet, for all the effort , few birds will survive and very few of those will live to reproduce* 

And this Is not even to mention the massive effects on all other marine and shore life* 

If* then* oil spill damage 1 m irreversible* all the activity and publicity of the clean-up only 
reinforces the industrialists' lie that all problems can be solved with better clean-up methods* 
stricter regulations and improved technology* It validates continued pillage of the biosphere In 
the name of Progress* and it excuses the inexcusable* 

If we look at society as a whole, we see that the tragedies of our time are not "accidents" but 
consequences of Industrial civilization itself* And* sooner or later* we are all victims* 

When you've wiped the last glob of oil from your tired hands will you then go off to beg poli- 
ticians for more regulations and write letters to the oil company president? 



Or will you crave a world bountiful with life, where free human communities hold 
huge festivals on the overgrown ruing of raxed factories and cities? Remember, you 
can't create until you can dream. 



DARE 

TO DREAM 

TO BE UNREASONABLE 
TO DEMAND THE 'IMPOSSIBLE* 
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